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2nd October 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
SACRED HEART HEADLINES 

 
A WEEK OF FAITH AND CARE: As October begins, our children are learning how small choices can make 
a difference. Monday’s Celebration of the Word invited us to change for the better and let our actions match our 
words. Harvest, our Year 6 Macmillan coffee morning and our continued Fairtrade commitment have given us 
ways to put that message into practice. 
Thank you for the many ways you support our school family. In this issue we celebrate the people who help our 
children flourish, begin the October Rosary Challenge and remind you about the important arrangements for next 
week’s parent reviews and inclusion appointments. 
Please read the reminders below, check your MCAS messages and keep the diary dates handy. Our shared 
commitments remain at the heart of school life: LOVE, LEARN, SERVE and SHINE. 
 
LOVE | LEARN | SERVE | SHINE 
Our Four Commitments guide the ordinary moments of school life: open hearts to welcome, open minds to listen, 
open hands to help and open lives to share Christ’s light. 
 

HEADLINE - NEW PUPIL PARLIAMENT 
ANNOUNCED: We are delighted to introduce our new 
Pupil Parliament! This group of pupil representatives gives 
children a voice in shaping life at Sacred Heart. Members listen 
to their classmates, share ideas with school leaders and work 
together to make our school even better. 

From suggesting improvements to helping with projects, 
their role is to turn ideas into positive action and ensure 
every child’s voice is heard. They will develop their 
leadership skills, take responsibility and live out our 
commitments to Love, Learn, Serve and Shine. 
Congratulations to our new members—we look forward 
to seeing the difference you will make to our community 
of love! 
Our Prime Minister: “I am so proud to be Prime Minister of 

our Pupil Parliament, as it has always 
been my dream to take on this role. Our 
previous Prime Minister really inspired 
me and encouraged me to think about 
how I could help make Sacred Heart 
even better. I want to listen to everyone’s 
ideas, make sure pupils feel heard and 
work with our Parliament to make a 
difference. I am excited to represent our 
school and help make it a happy, 
welcoming place where everyone can 
Love, Learn, Serve and Shine.” 

about:blank
about:blank
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Our Deputy Prime Minister: “Over the past three years, I have learnt that I can accomplish more 
than I think, especially when I believe in myself and keep trying. That is what I would like to help 
others discover too. As Deputy Prime Minister, I want to encourage pupils to share their ideas, try 
new things and feel confident that they can make a difference. I look forward to supporting our 
Prime Minister and working with the whole Pupil Parliament to make Sacred Heart even better. I 
want everyone to know that their voice matters and that, together, we can achieve great things.” 
 

Our Speaker of the House: “Over the past two years, I have learnt 
so many things that I didn’t know before. I am amazed by the hope 
and love in our school and how we encourage one another to grow. 
I am really inspired by the confidence and knowledge of the world 
shown by the Speaker of the House in Parliament. In my role, I want 
to help our discussions run fairly, make sure everyone has a chance 
to speak and encourage us to listen respectfully to one another. I am 
excited to help our Pupil Parliament turn ideas into action and make 
a difference at Sacred Heart.” 
 

The Pupil Parliament leadership team will be speaking to pupils next week and inviting them to apply to join the 
Cabinet. Cabinet members will help lead projects, represent pupils’ views and turn ideas into action to make Sacred 
Heart even better. 
If your child is interested, encourage them to think about what they would like to improve in our school, the ideas 
they could bring and how they could help others. They should listen out for the leadership team’s visit and find 
out how to apply. Enthusiasm, kindness and a willingness to listen are just as important as confidence—we want 
every pupil to feel they have something to offer! 
 
CHANGE FOR THE BETTER: On Monday, we listened to Jesus’ parable of the two sons (Matthew 21:28–
32). A father asks both sons to work in his vineyard. One first says no, then changes his mind and goes. The other 
says yes but does not go. Jesus invites us to think about what we do as well as what we say. 
God gives us opportunities to begin again. Changing our minds when we recognise the right thing to do is a sign 
of growth. We can say sorry, put something right and follow through on a promise. In school and at home, a kind 
action can speak louder than a good intention. 
At that time: Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, ‘What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to 
the first and said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” And he answered, “I will not”, but afterwards he changed his 
mind and went. And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, “I go, sir”, but did not go. 
Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe 
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterwards change your minds and 
believe him.’ 
Our children were invited to ask: What is Jesus asking of 
me? Do my actions match my words? What could I put 
right, and who could I help today? Our prayer response 
was: “Jesus, help us to change for the better.” 
Our mission this week:  
LOVE: Show care through what we do. 
LEARN: Listen and be ready to change our minds. 
SERVE: Act when we know what is right. 
SHINE: Keep our promises and encourage others. 
Ut Diligatis Invicem - that you love one another. 
 
ACHIEVE APPOINTMENTS: Thank you to those who took advantage of the first Achieve opportunity 
yesterday. Anyone wishing to meet with our SENDCos, Miss Fairhurst & Mr Stubbs, or our Senior Pastoral Lead, 
Mrs Cox, can book a slot on our monthly achieve days. Bookings are made via the school office. 
Autumn 2026: Thursday 12 November | Thursday 3 December 
Spring 2027: Thursday 7 January | Thursday 4 February | Thursday 4 March 
Summer 2027: Wednesday 14 April | Wednesday 19 May | Thursday 10 June | Tuesday 6 July 
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THE MARK 10 MISSION – EPISODE 4 - THE ROSARY 
CHALLENGE: October is the month of the Holy Rosary. In this week’s 
episode, Greg and Fr Paschal Uche visited the Rosary Shrine in London. 
They reflect on the Annunciation, share tips for praying the Rosary and 
pray a decade together. Gabriel leads “As I Kneel Before You”. Mary helps 
us draw closer to Jesus through prayer. 
Families are invited to join the challenge. You could begin with one decade 
together and bring your own intentions to prayer. Pray The Rosary 
Challenge at: 
https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/rosary-challenge  

 
A SHORT FAMILY 
PRAYER: Jesus, help us 
to change for the better. 
Give us the courage to 
put right our mistakes, 
keep our promises and 
care for others through 
our actions. Mary, our 
mother, lead us closer to 
your Son. Amen. 
 

THE WEDNESDAY WORD IS MESSENGER: This week’s Wednesday Word is 
“Messenger”. It prepares us for Sunday’s Gospel and invites us to think about the 
messages we share through our lives. How can we bring God’s love to someone this week 
through kindness, patience or a helpful action? The complete two-page family resource is 
included at the end of Headlines and is available at www.wednesdayword.org/  
 
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME: The parish programme for First 
Reconciliation and First Eucharist is open to baptised Catholic children 
in Year 3 or above. Preparation is a family and parish commitment, 
including regular Sunday Mass. 
Registration for the Sacramental Programme continues at the parish 

Masses on the weekends of 3–4 and 10–11 October. Registration closes on Sunday 11 October. 
Parish Masses are Saturday at 6pm and Sunday at 10am. Please speak to Fr Christopher if you 
have questions (01942 812174). The enrolment Mass is on Sunday 18 October.  
 
PARENTS’ EVENING: A letter about our Achievement, Wellbeing and Development Reviews has been sent 
to families. The autumn meetings are scheduled for Wednesday 7 October, with sessions from 3.50–4.50pm and 
5.50–7.50pm. Please read the letter for booking instructions and discuss any particular concern with the class 
teacher. These meetings are a chance to share what is going well for your child and agree useful next steps together. 
The spring review date is Wednesday 10 February 2027. 
Please read the Parents’ Evening letter in your school communications and follow the booking arrangements. 
Bring any questions about your child’s learning, friendships or next steps so that we can plan together.  
You can find a copy of the letter here.  
 
INDIVIDUAL PLANS: At the start of the year, class teams review each child’s strengths, needs and next steps. 
Where your child has an individual plan, please look out for the IP meeting for your child, and the opportunity to 
share your views. Your knowledge of what works well at home matters. If a plan or support arrangement needs 
further discussion, contact the class teacher so the right colleagues can work with you. We will handle individual 
information directly with the families concerned. Mrs Furey will also be available to discuss inclusion matters on 
8th October – bookings via the main school office. 
 
 

https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/rosary-challenge
http://www.wednesdayword.org/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Parents-Evening-Letter-Autumn-1-2026.pdf
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MUSIC RECITALS: This year’s music recitals, are on the following dates, all at 2:00 pm in the halls: 
Autumn 2026: Monday 19 October; Monday 30 November 
Spring 2027: Monday 8 February; Monday 15 March 
Summer 2027: Monday 24 May; Monday 19 July 
 

RECEPTION SEP 2027 OPEN AFTERNOON: Families considering Sacred Heart for 
Reception in September 2027 are invited to tour school this afternoon, 1.15–2.15pm or 2.15–
3.15pm. Please book through the school office on 01942 634681 or office@sacred-
heart.bolton.sch.uk. Share the invitation with anyone who may be looking for a school place. 
People who were unable to attend should speak to or email Miss Swift, in our school office, who 
will arrange a suitable visit time. 
 

UNITE: Our UNITE letters bring together key information, including class routines, curriculum learning, 
educational visits and ways families can support learning at home. Links to each letter are below: 
Reception | Year 1 | Year 2 | Class 3W | Class 3C | Class 4B | Class 4C | Year 5 | Year 6 
 
WHERE TO FIND THE DETAIL: The letters and individual communications carry the specific actions and 
deadlines. Please check MCAS rather than relying on this summary for forms, payments or appointments.  
 
ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY: Arriving (and departing) on time gives children a settled start with their 
class. If your child is absent, please tell school promptly by telephone, email or MCAS and give the reason. Thank 
you for helping us support regular attendance and children’s wellbeing. Every school day matters. Please help your 
child arrive on time and ready to learn, and let the office know promptly if they are absent. As the weather becomes 
more autumnal, please send a suitable coat and make sure your child’s name is clearly written inside it. 
 

 

 
PUTTING CARE INTO 
ACTION - DO IT FAIR: 
Thank you to those who 
supported our fairtrade stall in 
school over the last week. Our 
stock has fully sold out! We 

remember that the fortnight spotlights why fairtrade should be a 
conscious choice throughout the year. Thank you for supporting our 
Fairtrade stall. Fairtrade Fortnight may be over, but choosing fairly traded 
products throughout the year helps us keep fairness and care for 
producers in mind. The amount raised from the stall is to be announced.  

Class: Attendance Percentage: 

RF 96.3 
RW 91.2 

1P 98.7 

1S 94.8 
2D 88 

2H 96.7 

3W 95.3 
3C 95.9 

4B 99.3 

4C 100 
5G 98 

5D 90.3 

6BT 96.3 
6AT 96 

Congratulations to class 4C 

for achieving 100% attendance 

for the past week! 

https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/RECEPTION.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/YEAR-1.docx.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/YEAR-2.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/CLASS-3W.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/CLASS-3C.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/CLASS-4B.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/CLASS-4C.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/YEAR-5.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/YEAR-6.pdf
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MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING: Thank you to everyone who joined our Year 6-led Macmillan coffee 
morning on Wednesday 30 September. We are grateful to those who baked, donated, helped and came along. 
Thank you to Year 6 and the staff for welcoming our visitors and supporting this important cause. Your 
generosity made it a lovely community occasion. Amount raised: £361.25! 

  

  

      
 
STICKY ITEMS: Please do not send your children with sticky packed lunch items. It would be fine if they were 
eaten, but they end up all over the floor as children try to dispose of them.  
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THANK YOU MRS WIGNALL: We said goodbye to Mrs 

Wignall, our TA1, on Wednesday 30 September. Thank you, 

Mrs Wignall, for the care and support you have given our 

children and for being part of our Sacred Heart family. We send 

you our warmest wishes for the future. 

WELCOME BACK MISS MAGS: 
We are delighted to welcome Ms Mags 
Klimkowska back to Sacred Heart as a 
Special Needs Assistant. It is lovely to 
have you with us again, supporting our 
children and helping them to take 
part, learn and flourish. Welcome 
back, Miss Mags! 
 
 

 
RESPONSIBLE ROAD USE: Please park responsibly around 
school. Keep our neighbours’ driveways and pavement access 

clear, and do not park on the zigzag markings. Stay alert to children crossing, drive slowly and leave space for 
families to walk safely. Thank you for helping to keep everyone safe and showing respect for our neighbours.  
 
CARING FOR OUR COMMON HOME: Yesterday, Mr Johnson was a speaker at the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of England and Wales webinar, “Season of Creation: A Journey of Education and Ecological 
Conversion”. Chaired by Bishop John Arnold, the event considered how education can help us care for creation 
and turn that care into everyday action. Mr Johnson presented alongside Dr Maureen Glackin, senior policy 
advisor at the Catholic Education Service, Dr Jakub Kowalewski, Senior Research Fellow at St Mary’s 
University, Twickenham, and John Paul de Quay, co-founder of The Ecological Conversion Group Charity and 
The Journey to 2030 project. His contribution, “Formed to Change, Called to Serve”, connected Catholic life 
and mission with care for our common home, the common good and the flourishing of all. This is a message 
our children can live through learning outdoors, looking after their surroundings and making thoughtful choices 
about the resources we use. 

   
 

HARVEST AND CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY: Today, Friday 2 October is our Harvest collection day and 
CAFOD Family Fast Day. Thank you to everyone supporting the collection with tinned, packeted and other 
non-perishable food. As we give thanks for what we have, we remember people who need support and put our 
faith into action by sharing.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/season-of-creation-a-journey-of-education-and-ecological-conversion/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/season-of-creation-a-journey-of-education-and-ecological-conversion/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/season-of-creation-a-journey-of-education-and-ecological-conversion/
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HELPFUL PARENT RESOURCES 
Useful support for families: 

 Online safety: Internet Matters offers guides to parental controls, apps and safer online habits.  
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/online-safety-toolkit 

 Mental health and wellbeing: NHS advice for parents provides information and support for children’s 
mental health. nhs.uk 

 School policies and learning support: Visit the Sacred Heart website and check your child’s UNITE letter 
for guidance. Please speak to the class teacher if you need help supporting learning at home.  

 
STAY CONNECTED: Follow our school Facebook page and visit the Sacred Heart website for regular updates, 
photographs and information. 
https://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters  https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/  
Please remember, if taking photographs at events, that not every child has permission to appear on social media.  
Highlights this week: 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONLINE SAFETY - DIGITAL WELLBEING: October’s online safety theme is Digital Wellbeing: helping 
children build healthier habits with technology. Talk together about when screens are helpful, when it is time for 
a break and how to make room for sleep, movement, play and family time. Shared activities can be positive too: 
play a game together, learn something new or create a picture or video.  This month’s parent newsletter also looks 
at AI companions and Discord. AI chatbots can sound like friends, but they are computer systems. Children 
should avoid sharing personal information and turn to a trusted adult for advice or worries. Discord has a 
minimum age of 13 and is therefore not suitable for primary-aged children. Its chats, servers and voice or video 
calls can expose users to unsuitable content and contact.  
Please check age limits and privacy settings, keep conversations about online life open and reassure children that 
they can ask for help. The full October parent newsletter is included with this issue. Watch the captioned Digital 
Wellbeing video at https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/online-safety-monthly-videos/  

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/online-safety-toolkit/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-adults/advice-for-parents/
https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-adults/advice-for-parents/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/
https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/online-safety-monthly-videos/
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COMING NEXT WEEK: Next week includes the Scholastic Book Fair 
(open during parents’ evening too!), a Year 3 local walk on Monday, Year 
5 swimming on Tuesday and our parent reviews on Wednesday. 
Wednesday 7 October is the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary. 
 
UPDATE FROM DIARY:  

DATE EVENT 

Fri 2 October 

Harvest collection and CAFOD Family Fast Day; Year 4 Mass 

10am; Reception 2027 open afternoon tours 1.15–2.15pm and 

2.15–3.15pm; Ruah 2.45–3.15pm. 

5–12 October 
Scholastic Book Fair booked. See school communications for 

visiting arrangements. 

Wed 7 October Parent, child and teacher reviews: 3.50–4.50pm and 5.50–7.50pm. 

Thu 8 October 
Mrs Furey’s inclusion appointments. Book through the school 

office. 

Fri 9 October 
Class 2D Friday Morning Prayer 9.05–9.35am; Year 5 Mass 

10am; Ruah 3–3.30pm. 

Sun 11 October Sacramental Programme registration closes. 

Sun 18 October Sacramental Programme enrolment Mass. 

Mon 19 October Music recital 2pm. 

Please check school communications for any changes to timings and for arrangements applying to your child.  
 
STAY IN TOUCH: School office 01942 634681 | office@sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk | School photographs and 
updates: www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters
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