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LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

Friday 15th May 2026 
Dear parents and families, 

THE GREAT COMMISSION 

 
Yesterday, we reflected on the Gospel from the solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord, where Jesus gives 
His disciples one final mission before returning to the Father. After the Resurrection, the disciples travelled 
to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw Him, they worshipped Him, 
though some still doubted. Jesus then spoke words that continue to guide the Church today: “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations.” This 
is known as the Great Commission. Jesus sends His followers out into the world to share His message of 
love, hope, forgiveness, and salvation. He tells them to baptise and teach others to live according to God’s 
ways. Most importantly, He promises: “I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Even though Jesus 
ascends into heaven, He does not leave His people behind. His presence remains with us through prayer, 
through the Church, through Scripture, and through the way we love and serve one another. The disciples 
began as ordinary people who were uncertain and afraid, yet through faith and trust in Jesus they became 
courageous witnesses who changed the world. Our think question is: How can you share Jesus’ love with 
others this week? 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When 
they saw him, they worshipped him, even though 
some of them doubted. Jesus drew near and said 
to them, “I have been given all authority in heaven 
and on earth. Go, then, to all peoples everywhere 
and make them my disciples: baptise them in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
and teach them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And I will be with you always, to 
the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:16-20.) 
 
In the Gospel, Jesus sends His disciples out with 
courage and purpose. He reminds them that they 
are not alone, because He will remain with them 
always. The disciples are called to share the Good 

News with everyone they meet, helping others to know God’s love and live as followers of Christ. This 
Gospel reminds us that every Christian has a mission. We are all called to show kindness, forgiveness, 
compassion, and faith in our daily lives. Sometimes we may feel unsure or not confident enough, just as some 
of the disciples doubted, but Jesus reassures us that He walks beside us always. 
At Sacred Heart, we are encouraged to be witnesses of Christ through the way we speak, learn, pray, and care 
for others. By living out our faith each day, we help build God’s Kingdom here on earth. 
Actions for us as families: 
• Talk together about ways your family can show God’s love to others through kindness and service. 
• Pray together for courage to live out your faith in everyday life. 
• Support someone this week who may need encouragement, friendship, or hope. 
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Actions for children: 
• Show kindness to someone who may feel lonely or left out. 
• Say a prayer each day remembering that Jesus is always with you. 
• Try to be a good example by using caring words and helping others. 
Like the disciples on the mountain, we are all invited to trust Jesus and share His message with the world. 
Even when we feel uncertain, Jesus promises to stay with us always. 
Lord Jesus, help us to follow your command to love and serve others. Give us courage to share your 
peace and kindness wherever we go. Remind us always that you are with us every day of our lives. 
Amen.  
 
This Sunday is the 7th Sunday of Easter, where we hear Jesus pray for His disciples in John 17:1-11. In this 
Gospel, Jesus speaks to the Father with love and trust, praying especially for those who follow Him. He asks 
that they may remain close to God and be protected in faith and unity. Fr Christopher will wear a white 
coloured chasuble to symbolise the joy and glory of the Risen Christ during the Easter season. This is why 
our newsletter heading is in gold. 
 
Next Sunday, the Church celebrates Pentecost Sunday, when the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples and 
filled them with courage and joy. The Gospel, John 20:19-23, tells how Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit upon 
His disciples and sent them out in peace. Fr Christopher will wear a red coloured chasuble to symbolise the 
fire of the Holy Spirit.  
 

 
MAY CROWNING OF OUR LADY: Thank you to all who sent in 
flowers or plants into school for the crowning of Our Lady on Tuesday 
5th May. Our children thoroughly enjoyed distributing them to the local 
community. We had many messages of thanks from people we had 
never encountered before. 
 

MAY - THE GENTLE HEART OF JESUS: During the month of 
May, our school prayer focus is “The Gentle Heart of Jesus.” In this 
special month dedicated to Our Lady, we reflect on the words of 
Jesus: “I am gentle and humble of heart.” (Matthew 11:29). Through 
prayer and acts of kindness, we encourage the children to think about 
how they can show gentleness in their words, actions and relationships 
with others. Inspired by the loving example of Jesus and Mary, we 
hope our children will continue to grow as caring, compassionate and 
thoughtful members of our school community.  

Our new Cubist-style Sacred Heart station, created especially for May, reminds us that the love of Jesus shines 
brightly through even the smallest acts of kindness and peace. We invite families to join us in praying together 
during this month, asking God to help us become more patient, loving and humble in our daily lives. 
Prayer for May 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
make our hearts gentle like yours. 
Help us to speak kindly, 
care for others, 
and bring peace wherever we go. 
Amen. 
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PENTECOST-TRINITY TERM PARTY: Our annual 
party, celebrating the birthday of the Church, Pentecost, will 
take place on the first day of the Trinity Term, Monday 1st 
June, 2pm. All are welcome and encouraged to join us. 
This was originally our reserve date – but as music recital and 
sports days are next week, we didn’t think it wise to have 
another event putting pressure on families to attend. 
 

 
MARK 10 MISSION: You can watch The Mark 10 Mission from home by visiting: 
https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/  

 
 
OTHER LETTERS ISSUED OVER THE LAST WEEK: 
During the summer term, our Sacred Heart Standard, as last year, becomes monthly. Keep an eye out for it 
so that you remain informed. 

 After-School Clubs Summer 2 – Letter 

 5K Bikeability – Letter 

 Y6 Trip to Shree Swaminarayan Mandir Bolton - Letter 
 

https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Summer-2-2026.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-5K-Letter-to-Parents-and-Carers-L1-and-L2.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Y6-Shree-Swaminarayan-Mandir-Trip-Letter.pdf
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LET US PRAY: We are called by Jesus to “go and make 
disciples of all nations” as we pray: for world leaders: that they 
may use their authority wisely, working together to bring peace, 
justice and hope to all people throughout the world; for the 
Church throughout the world: that it may boldly share the Good 
News of Jesus, welcoming all people with love, compassion and 
faith; for our parish, families and friends: that we may live as 
disciples of Christ in our daily lives, showing kindness, 
forgiveness and courage as we share God’s love with others. 
Lord Jesus, you promised to remain with your people always. 

Help us to follow your call with faith and confidence, sharing your love wherever we go and building your 
Kingdom through our words and actions. Amen. We continue to pray: Jesus lives in our school: in our 
minds and words and actions… love one another. So that, in all things that we think, say and do, 
God may be glorified. 

 
WEDNESDAY WORD: You can share the Gospel we will be reading in school as a 
family, each week, in the Wednesday Word, which is downloadable from 
https://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm  
 

TEN:TEN PARENT NEWSLETTER: Click here for the May prayer & liturgy 
newsletter. 
 

CHURCH BULLETIN: Our parish bulletin can be downloaded from our website at 
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/parish-bulletin-social-media/  
 

ONLINE SAFETY: Click here for our May online safety newsletter. 
 
UNIFORM: Our uniform is to be worn by all pupils. We have noticed that some are wearing the PE 

sweatshirt every day rather than a school jumper. Please do not purchase gingham dresses – they are 

not part of the uniform. https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/school-uniform/ Our Governing Board 

met this week, and made a positive change – removing the need for heeled shoes, to become ‘black shoes’ 

and adding the option for black socks. 

 
SCHOOL MENUS: The new menu 
starts next week. Note that Mr Hanlon, 
our chef, will continue to serve a choice 
of drinks as usual. Next week, we will 
start with the week 2 menu.  
 
Summer Menu – Week 1  
Summer Menu – Week 2  
Summer Menu – Week 3 
 

https://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm
https://new.express.adobe.com/webpage/vgROJ1H7AbYeT/
https://new.express.adobe.com/webpage/vgROJ1H7AbYeT/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/parish-bulletin-social-media/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Online-Safety-Newsletter-Primary-May-2026_12-Sacred-Heart-Bolton_29-04-2026.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/school-uniform/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/MENU-SUMMER-WEEK-1.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/MENU-SUMMER-WEEK-2.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/MENU-SUMMER-WEEK-3.pdf
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UNITE | ACHIEVE | CELEBRATE COMMUNICATION & HOME SCHOOL 
PARTNERSHIP: We believe that strong partnerships between home and school are central to every 
child’s success. Our newsletter, the Sacred Heart Standard, is regularly electronically distributed to keep you 
up-to-date with key dates, events, achievements, and important notices. Our school website and social 
media channel are also updated frequently. Please check them for the latest news and announcements. 
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/ | https://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters  
 
UNITE: Our curriculum outline can be found on our website at https://www.sacred-
heart.bolton.sch.uk/curriculum-map/. This term’s UNITE letters are below: 
Reception | Year 1 | Year 2 | Year 3 | Year 4 | Year 5 | Year 6 
 
ACHIEVE: Our monthly drop-in days continue this term, where you can share concerns or gain clarity on 
matters relating to your child’s welfare and progress with our SEND, Safeguarding and Senior Pastoral leads. 
Anyone is welcome – appointments for ACHIEVE can be made via the main office. Of course, the first 
point of contact for day-to-day matters is always your child’s teacher, and Mrs Cox, our new senior pastoral 
lead, is always available to speak to parents. 
The next ACHIEVE opportunities: 

 Wednesday 20th May, 8:30am-4pm 
 Wednesday 24th June, 8:30am-4pm 
 Wednesday 15th  July, 8:30am-4pm 

https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/achieve/  
 
CELEBRATE: The CELEBRATE strategy aims to share memorable moments through our Annual Plan 
of Provision (APoP), found at https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/apop/ and to celebrate learning. Our 
APoP contains most of the dates you will want to put in your diary, some specific to your child’s class. 
The APoP is a working document, so look out for any amendments and updates throughout the year.  
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/celebrate/  
 

MUSIC RECITAL: This term’s music recital dates are: 

 Monday 18th May 2026, 2:00pm 

 Monday 13th July 2026, 2:00pm 
 

 

CLASS LED FRIDAY MORNING PRAYER: Class-led prayer for this half-term, to 
which you are invited are below and begin at 9:05am: 

5th June 2026 
19th June 2026 
26th June 2026 
Mon 29th June 2026 
3rd July 2026 
10th  July 2026 

KS1 - Led by Lay Chaplain 
5D - Ruth 
KS2 - Led by Lay Chaplain 
2:00pm: Y6 Leavers’ Celebration 
RS & RB - End of Reception thanksgiving 
2D & 2W - End of KS1 thanksgiving 

 
MASS: You are welcome to join us when classes attend Mass, or for whole school celebrations. 

22nd May 2026 
Sun 24th May 2026 

10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y5 & Y6 
Pentecost Sunday 

5th June 2026 
Sun 7th June 2026 
12th June 2026 
19th June 2026 
 

10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Reception 
Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ. 
10:00-11:00am: Mass in School – Whole School, Solemnity of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 
10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y3 

https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/curriculum-map/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/curriculum-map/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/RECEPTION-UNITE-SUMMER-2026-2.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Y1-UNITE-Summer-2026.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Year-2-UNITE-Summer-2026.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Year-3-UNITE-Summer-Term-2026.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Year-4-UNITE-summer-2026.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Year-5-UNITE-SUMMER-2026-2.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Y6-UNITE-SUMMER-2025-2026.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/achieve/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/apop/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/apop/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/apop/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/celebrate/
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26th June 2026 
Sun 28th June 2026 
3rd July 2026 
10th July 2026 

10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y4 
SS Peter & Paul 
10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y5 
10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y6 Leavers’ Mass – families encouraged 
to attend. 

 
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME: Sunday Mass attendance is required and will be recorded as part of the 
programme. Congratulations to those who made their First Holy Communion this weekend. 
Registration for next year’s programme, will open in due course. More information and an introductory 
meeting with Fr Christopher will follow. 

TERM DATE / TIME FOCUS 

Pentecost 
Term  
 

Saturday 25th / Sunday 26th April 2026  
Saturday 2nd / Sunday 3rd May 2026 
Saturday 9th / Sunday 10th May 2026 

Three weekends for First Eucharist – Saturday 
6:00pm / Sunday 10:00am Mass 

Trinity 
Term 

Sunday 7th June 2026, 10:00am 
Monday 8th June 2026, 1:30pm 

Celebration Mass 
School celebration party 

Congratulations to those who have made their First Holy Communion over the past weeks, and to those 
received into the Church. 
 
MASS TIMES: Note that during school 
term time, Friday morning Mass is at 10am. 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is on 
Sunday, 10am Mass. All are welcome! 
 

 
EASYFUNDRAISING: Help us raise funds for playtime 
equipment and resources- totally free! Click here to download the 
Easyfundraising app to begin. 

 

 
COLLECTING CANDLE WAX: We are kindly asking for 
donations of used and unwanted candles and candlewax. These are 
being collected, recycled and sent to Ukraine to provide heat, light, 
and emergency stoves for civilians affected by the conflict. Any 
donations that you can provide would be greatly appreciated!  
 
 
PARENT GOVERNOR ELECTION: Thank you to those who responded with nominations for the 
parent governor vacancy and to all those who have returned their election ballot forms.  
The new elected parent governor is Mrs Janine White.  
Thank you to Mrs K Sutton who has served as parent governor for the last 4 years.  
Thank you also to Mr H Okafor who has recently been appointed by the Diocese of Salford as a Foundation 
Governor.  
Both new governors have attended their first full governing board meeting this half term. 
 
  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/sacred-heart-rc-primary-school-westhoughton/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMm9GFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHgVKtAPX65M8k_RN4aj3oMqMEEiq7dyF_yciF_2xht0rw6fM278xpKLHc8Pr_aem_RFSHXL0I2IpYJPZJlykRSA
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/sacred-heart-rc-primary-school-westhoughton/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMm9GFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHgVKtAPX65M8k_RN4aj3oMqMEEiq7dyF_yciF_2xht0rw6fM278xpKLHc8Pr_aem_RFSHXL0I2IpYJPZJlykRSA


9 | P a g e  

UNITE | ACHIEVE | CELEBRATE 
Jesus lives in our school: in our minds and words and actions... Love one another! 

So that, in all things that we think, say and do, God may be glorified. 
 

ATTENDANCE: The latest National attendance statistics can be found at: https://explore-education-
statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
TERM-TIME LEAVE OF ABSENCE – UPDATED REPORTING PROCESS: As from 1st June 
2026, any requests for leave during term time, including holidays, must be submitted to the school using a 
Term Time Leave of Absence Application Form.  
The form will also be available on the school website, and paper copies will be in the school office foyer. 
Please be aware that schools are unable to authorise leave during term time unless they are exceptional 
circumstances. These requests will be considered at the Headteacher's discretion.  
Thank you for your continued support with this.  
 
NUT-FREE SCHOOL: May we please remind all parents and carers that we are a nut-free school and 
children must not bring any products containing nuts into school, as some of our pupils have severe allergies.  
 
BITESIZE BOOKWORMS COMPETITION: All children in school are invited to take part in the 
TGJones Bitesize Bookworms Competition. Children are encouraged to review their favourite books to 
demonstrate their passion for reading, and this will enter them into a prize draw to win a selection of prizes. 
Parents and carers can submit their child’s review via the TGJones website, where you can also find further 
information on the competition, by Friday 5th of June, to be entered into the draw.  
 
PRIMARY ASSESSMENT DATES: Statutory national tests take place this term. 
End of Key Stage 2 tests: The statutory Y6 key stage 2 tests have taken place this week. Well done to all our 
Y6 pupils who conducted themselves responsibly and tried their very best. Thanks also to our Y6 staff who 
ran masterclasses and breakfast club. 
Multiplication tables check: Schools must administer the Y4 multiplication tables check within the 2-week 
period from Monday 1st June 2026. 
Phonics screening check: Schools must administer the Y1/2 phonics screening check within the 1-week 
period from Monday 8th June 2026. 
Please ensure that your children are well rested and in school punctually during assessment periods. 
 
 

Class % 
Attendance 4th – 8th May 

2026 

Whole School 95.7 

RA 98.33 

RS 96.65 

1C 96.68 

1S 98.33 

2D 96.25 

2W 95 

3C 92.5 

3B 97.9 

4W 93.3 

4K 93.3 

5D 95 

5K 95 

6AT 97.4 

6BT  94.8 

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-key-stage-2-tests
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/multiplication-tables-check
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/phonics-screening-check-administration
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SPORTS DAYS: Full details of next week’s sports days (wet and dry weather plans are in place) are below. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS DAY: Human Rights Day is Friday 5th of June. All pupils are invited to come to school 
dressed as a Human Rights Hero of their choice.  
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THE BIG SLEEP: Our annual sleepover in school, in aid of the Caritas 
Morning Star Hostel, is on Friday 5th June. It will run from 8:00pm until 8:00am 
on Saturday 6th June. All KS2 pupils are welcome. Entertainment and breakfast 
will be provided. Children are to bring their own snacks, and either a sleeping 
bag or blanket and pillow. A great opportunity for parents’ night off!  
 
To sign your child up, we require a £15.00 minimum sponsorship/admission. If 
your child would like to attend, payment will be available for you to make via 
MCAS on Tuesday 19th of May 2026.  
 

 
HIGHLIGHTS: Keep an eye on our social media at https://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters/  to 
keep up with images from our learning journey… 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

AND FINALLY: School breaks for a one week half term next Friday, 22nd May, at the usual finish time. 

We return on Monday 1st June. 

Thank you for your continued support and trust as we walk together. 
 

M Johnson   B Furey    F Duffy 

Mr M Johnson   Mrs B Furey   Miss F Duffy 
Executive Headteacher Head of School  Deputy Headteacher 

 

 

 
 

Mary is the Mother of the whole Church. Everyone can turn to her with filial confidence, certain of being heard, protected, and 
loved. #GeneralAudience 

Pope Leo XIV, @Pontifex, X, 13th May 2026 

https://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters/
https://x.com/hashtag/GeneralAudience?src=hashtag_click
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