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LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

Monday 19th January 2026 
Dear parents and families, 

ORDINARY TIME 

 
Last Monday, and again today, we met John the Baptist in our Like Jesus Celebrations of the Word. As we 
enter Ordinary Time, these accounts begin the public ministry of Jesus, the Lamb of God. 
Our think questions were: What can you do to help more people get the water they need? and What 
can you do so other people will see the Holy Spirit working through you? 
At that time Jesus arrived from Galilee and came to John at the Jordan to be baptised by him. But John tried to make him 
change his mind. “I ought to be baptised by you,” John said, “and yet you have come to me!” 
But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so for now. For in this way we shall do all that God requires.” So John agreed. As soon as 
Jesus was baptised, he came up out of the water. Then heaven was opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God coming down 
like a dove and alighting on him. Then a voice came from heaven, “This is my own dear Son, with whom I am pleased.”  
(Matthew 3: 13-17) 
The next day, John saw Jesus coming to him, and said, “There is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This 
is the one I was talking about when I said, ‘A man is coming after me, but he is greater than I am, because he existed before I 
was born.’ I did not know who he would be, but I came baptising with water in order to make him known to the people of Israel.” 
And John gave his testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down like a dove from heaven and stay on him. I still did not know that 
he was the one, but God, who sent me to baptise with water, had said to me, ‘You will see the Spirit come down and stay on a 
man; he is the one who baptises with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen it,” said John, “and I tell you that he is the Son of God.” 
(John 1: 29-34) 
In today’s readings, we witness a powerful moment at the very beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: His 
baptism. In Matthew’s account, Jesus steps into the Jordan River to be baptised by John. Although Jesus is 
without sin, He chooses baptism to fully identify with humanity and to show obedience to God. As He comes 
out of the water, the heavens open, the Holy Spirit descends like a dove, and God the Father’s voice is heard: 
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” This moment reveals who Jesus truly is - the Son 
of God - and shows the beautiful unity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
In John’s account, John the Baptist explains the meaning of what he witnessed. He points to Jesus and 
declares, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” John makes it clear that his role 
was to prepare the way, while Jesus’ role is to bring salvation and new life to all. 
These passages remind us that: 

 Jesus humbly entered our world and walks with us. 

 God clearly calls Jesus His beloved Son—and invites us into that same loving relationship. 

 Following Jesus begins with listening, trusting, and stepping forward in faith, even when we don’t 
have all the answers. 

Today is a beautiful opportunity to remind children that Jesus knows us, loves us, and shows us how to follow 
God with trust and humility. Just as God spoke words of love over Jesus, He speaks love over each of us as 
His children too. 
Thank you, God, for sending Jesus to show us your love. Help our family follow Him with 
open hearts. Amen. 
This Sunday is the ‘Sunday of the Word of God’, the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time. Fr Christopher 
will wear a green chasuble. This is why our newsletter heading is in green. 
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UNITE | ACHIEVE | CELEBRATE 
Jesus lives in our school: in our minds and words and actions... Love one another! 

So that, in all things that we think, say and do, God may be glorified. 
 

MARK 10 MISSION: Our ‘wonder questions’: 

• How do you think St John the Baptist was changed by this meeting with Jesus? 

• If you were on the riverbank and heard God's voice saying, “This is My beloved Son”, what would be 
your next move? 

• Jesus walked towards John in the Gospel. What did John see in his face? 

• When John saw the Holy Spirit descend and recognised that Jesus, the Son of God, was with him, 
how do you think it made him feel? 

You can watch The Mark 10 Mission from home by visiting: https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/  

 
 

LET US PRAY: Jesus offers us new life in the water of our 
baptism; God sends the Holy Spirit to help and guide us, and so 
we pray: for all people around the world: that they may have safe 
water to drink and not have to travel long distances to collect it;  
for world leaders: that they may make wise decisions so that all 
people have the water they need to live, and that the Holy Spirit 
may guide them when they make important decisions, so that 
they may make life better for all their people; for all people who 
are poor: that they may see the signs of the Holy Spirit working 
around them, as we come together with them to build a better 

world; for our parish, families and friends: that the Holy Spirit may move us to do what we can to build a 
better world for everyone to live in, and that with the help of the Holy Spirit, we may work together to look 
after our world and make it a fairer place for everyone to live. God of life, help us to act so that no one goes 
thirsty and all people around the world have enough water for their needs. God of power, fill us with your 
Spirit and inspire us to make changes to our lives so that we can support one another to build a better world. 
Amen. We continue to pray: Jesus lives in our school: in our minds and words and actions… love one 
another. So that, in all things that we think, say and do, God may be glorified. 
 

WEDNESDAY WORD: You can share the Gospel we will be reading in school as 
a family, each week, in the Wednesday Word, which is downloadable from 
https://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm  
 

TEN:TEN PARENT NEWSLETTER: Click here for the January prayer & liturgy 
newsletter. 
 

CHURCH BULLETIN: Our parish bulletin can be downloaded from our website 
at https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/parish-bulletin-social-media/  
 

ONLINE SAFETY: Click here for our January online safety newsletter. 

https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/
https://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm
https://new.express.adobe.com/webpage/JTd4zSCy7j89x/
https://new.express.adobe.com/webpage/JTd4zSCy7j89x/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/parish-bulletin-social-media/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Online-Safety-Newsletter-Primary-Jan-2026_12-Sacred-Heart-Bolton_19-12-2025-1.pdf
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UNITE | ACHIEVE | CELEBRATE COMMUNICATION & HOME SCHOOL 

PARTNERSHIP: We believe that strong partnerships between home and school are central to every child’s 
success. Our newsletter, the Sacred Heart Standard, is regularly electronically distributed to keep you up-to-
date with key dates, events, achievements, and important notices. Our school website and social media 
channel are also updated frequently. Please check them for the latest news and announcements. 
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/ | https://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters  
 
UNITE: This term’s curriculum promises exciting opportunities for learning across all year groups. Our 
curriculum outline can be found on our website at https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/curriculum-
map/ and is outlined in this term’s UNITE letters. Thank you to those who came to our drop ins this 
Wednesday. UNITE letters and dates for the year can be found at: https://www.sacred-
heart.bolton.sch.uk/unite/ 
 
Spring Term UNITE Letters: Reception | Year 1 | Year 2 | Year 3 | Year 4 | Year 5 | Year 6  
 
ACHIEVE: Our monthly drop-in days continue this year, where you can share concerns or gain clarity on 
matters relating to your child’s welfare and progress with our SEND, Safeguarding and Senior Pastoral leads. 
Anyone is welcome – appointments for ACHIEVE can be made via the main office. Of course, the first 
point of contact for day-to-day matters is always your child’s teacher, and Mr Dootson, our senior pastoral 
lead, is always available to speak to parents. 
The next ACHIEVE opportunity is Wednesday 28th January (8:30am-4:00pm). Further dates for the 
academic year can be found at https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/achieve/  
 
CELEBRATE: The CELEBRATE strategy aims to share memorable moments through our Annual Plan 
of Provision (APoP), found at https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/apop/ and to celebrate learning. Our 
APoP contains most of the dates you will want to put in your diary, some specific to your child’s class. 
The APoP is a working document, so look out for any amendments and updates throughout the year. 
CELEBRATE are those regular opportunities to share in your child’s learning and progress in a range of 
ways. As well as Celebrations of the Word, we celebrate musical achievement every half term in special recitals. 
All are welcome when classes join the parish for celebration of Mass (in church). Sporting and artistic 
celebrations will also take place throughout the year. Look out for dates on our newsletters and social media 
– add them to your diary and join us to CELEBRATE together. Dates of our Achievement, Wellbeing & 
Development Reviews – Teacher/Parent/Child evenings (11th February 2026); dates that educational reports 
will be issued & the report drop-in; new Reception intake 2026 dates; and music recitals can be found at 
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/celebrate/  
 

MUSIC RECITAL: Our next music recital, performed by all pupils, is on Monday 9th 
February 2026, 2pm. All are welcome. 
 

CLASS LED FRIDAY MORNING PRAYER: Class-led prayer for 
this half-term, to which you are invited are below and begin at 9:05am: 

 30th January 2026, 6AT – Esther 

 13th February 2026, 2W, Jochebed 

MASS: Our community is welcome to join us for Mass.  
This Friday is our Reception Mass, 10am, in church. 

Our Candlemas Term schedule is below: 

23rd January 2026 
30th January 2026 
11th February 2026 

10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Reception 
10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y4 & Y5 
9:30-10:30am: Mass at School – Whole school 

https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/curriculum-map/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/curriculum-map/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/unite/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/unite/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/RECEPTION-UNITE-SPRING-2026.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Y1-Unite-Spring.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Year-2-UNITE-SPRING-2026.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Year-3-UNITE-SPRING-2026.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Year-4-UNITE-SPRING-2026.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Year-5-UNITE-SPRING-2026.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/YEAR-6-UNITE-SPRING-2026.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/achieve/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/apop/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/apop/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/apop/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/celebrate/
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Jesus lives in our school: in our minds and words and actions... Love one another! 

So that, in all things that we think, say and do, God may be glorified. 
 

13th February 2026 10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y3 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME: Sunday Mass attendance is required and will be recorded as part of the 
programme. Registration for the programme is now closed.  

TERM DATE / TIME FOCUS 

Candlemas 
Term 

Sunday 25th January 2026, 10:00am Mass – We listen 

Lenten 
Term 

Friday 27th February 2026, 3:00pm 
Sunday 1st March 2026, 10:00am 
Friday 6th March 2026, 3:00pm 
Thursday 12th March 2026, 6:30pm 
Friday 27th March 2026, 3:00pm 

Parents’ Session – Reconciliation 1 
Mass – We follow 
Parents’ Session – Reconciliation 2 
First Reconciliation 
Parents’ Session – Communion 

Pentecost 
Term  
 

Saturday 25th / Sunday 26th April 2026  
Saturday 2nd / Sunday 3rd May 2026 
Saturday 9th / Sunday 10th May 2026 

Three weekends for First Eucharist – Saturday 
6:00pm / Sunday 10:00am Mass 

Trinity 
Term 

Sunday 7th June 2026, 10:00am 
Monday 8th June 2026, 1:30pm 

Celebration Mass 
School celebration party 

 
MASS TIMES: Note that during school 
term time, Friday morning Mass is at 10am. 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is on 
Sunday, 10am Mass. All are welcome! 
 
The reading for this Sunday can be found 
on the Wednesday Word 

 
 
 
EASYFUNDRAISING: Help us raise funds for playtime equipment and 
resources- totally free! Click here to download the Easyfundraising app to begin. 
 

 
ATTENDANCE: The latest National attendance statistics can be found at: 
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools 

 
Congratulations to 2D who 
achieved 100% attendance 

for the week! 

 
 

Class % 
Attendance 12th-16th  Jan 

2026 

Whole School 96.5 

RA 98.3 

RS 95 

1C 96 

1S 97.3 

2D 100 

2W 97 

3C 98 

3B 95.2 

4W 96 

4K 95.3 

5D 93.4 

5K 97.7 

6AT 95.1 

6BT  96.2 

https://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/sacred-heart-rc-primary-school-westhoughton/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMm9GFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHgVKtAPX65M8k_RN4aj3oMqMEEiq7dyF_yciF_2xht0rw6fM278xpKLHc8Pr_aem_RFSHXL0I2IpYJPZJlykRSA
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools
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ADMISSION TO RECEPTION CLASS 2027: Following a change to the Diocesan model policy, our 

Governing Board are consulting on their admission arrangements for 2027-2028, in line with the School 

Admissions Code, and are therefore inviting comments on the proposed admissions policy for September 

2027. The draft policy can be found at: https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2025/12/2027-Proposed-Admission-Policy-2027.pdf. If you have any questions, 

comments or wish to discuss any points relating to this consultation, please contact the school via 

email: office@sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk . 

BRING & BUY APPEAL: Later this month, our Apostles will lead our annual bring & buy 
appeal. If you need to make room for new books, toys etc, and are clearing space, please consider 
sending things into school to stock our appeal tables. 
 

BISHOP’S FUND: Did you read the recent article from The Bolton News: 
https://www.theboltonnews.co.uk/news/25761178.westhoughton-mums-petition-funded-nhs-
wheelchairs/ Thank you to the Diocese of Salford Bishop’s Fund, who we successfully applied to in order to 
fund the wheelchair.  
 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THIS WEEK: Keep an eye on our social media at 
https://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters/ to keep up with images from our learning journey… 

 

 
 
 
 

 
FAIRACHIEVER SCHOOL: We have been awarded the Fairachiever award 
valid for the next three years. Feedback received is below. Thank you to Mrs 
Clarke who leads in this area. 
Congratulations on achieving the FairAchiever Award! This is a fantastic 
recognition of your school’s deep and sustained commitment to Fairtrade 
values. Your clear, manageable action plan focused on keeping Fairtrade visible, 
purposeful, and pupil-led and shows real strategic thinking and care for both 
impact and sustainability. By embedding Fairtrade-linked lessons across the 
curriculum, empowering PSHE Ambassadors, and integrating Fairtrade into 
everyday school life and community events, you are ensuring that these values 

are lived out meaningfully by every pupil and staff member. Your strong partnerships with local businesses 
and efforts to involve the wider community further strengthen your impact and provide valuable real-world 
connections for your students. Well done for building on strong foundations and setting out practical next 
steps that will keep Fairtrade at the heart of your school. Your approach is a model of best 
practice. Congratulations again on this well-deserved award! 
 

https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2027-Proposed-Admission-Policy-2027.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2027-Proposed-Admission-Policy-2027.pdf
mailto:office@sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk
https://www.theboltonnews.co.uk/news/25761178.westhoughton-mums-petition-funded-nhs-wheelchairs/
https://www.theboltonnews.co.uk/news/25761178.westhoughton-mums-petition-funded-nhs-wheelchairs/
https://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters/
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AND FINALLY: This newsletter covers a two-week 
period. This Thursday/Friday, is the annual senior 
Diocesan school leadership conference. Fr Columba Jordan 
CFFR is the keynote speaker and Mr Johnson will be 
welcoming him from Manchester Airport on Wednesday. 
We are familiar with Fr Columba at school – as a 
contributor to The Mark 10 Mission. A native of Co 
Kildare, Fr Columba is a Franciscan Friar of the Renewal 
currently serving in St Patrick’s Friary, Limerick. He is the 
European Vocations 
Director as well as a 
popular speaker and 

presenter. 
We have been preparing our Ordinary Time pledges – and Miss Duffy 
will share these with Fr Columba this week. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and trust as we walk together. 
 

Mr M Johnson   Mrs B Furey   Miss F Duffy 
Executive Headteacher Head of School  Deputy Headteacher 

 

Today begins the Week of Prayer for #ChristianUnity. I therefore invite all Catholic communities to strengthen prayer for the 
full visible unity of all Christians. Our commitment to unity must be consistently accompanied by commitment to peace and 

justice in the world. 
Pope Leo XIV, @Pontifex, X, 18th January 2026 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://x.com/hashtag/ChristianUnity?src=hashtag_click
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