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LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

Friday 28th February 2025 

Dear parents and families, 
LENTEN TERM 

 
On Monday, in our Like Jesus Gospel Celebration of the Word, we listened to Luke’s recount of the Sermon 
on the Plain where Jesus makes clear the way to follow him – by prioritising those most vulnerable. He tells 
us, ‘Do for others just what you want them to do for you’; and to ‘Be merciful just as your Father is merciful.’ 
Our questions this week: What will you do this week if you see someone sad, angry or hurt? What gift 
do you think you can give to others this week?  

When Jesus had come down from the hill with the apostles, he stood on a 
level place with a large number of his disciples. A large crowd of people was 
there from all over Judea and from Jerusalem and from the coast cities of 
Tyre and Sidon;  
Jesus looked at his disciples and said, 
“Happy are you poor; the Kingdom of God is yours! 
“Happy are you who are hungry now; you will be filled! 
“Happy are you who weep now; you will laugh! 
“Happy are you when people hate you, reject you, insult you, and say that 
you are evil, all because of the Son of Man! Be glad when that happens and 
dance for joy, because a great reward is kept for you in heaven. For their 
ancestors did the very same things to the prophets. 
“But how terrible for you who are rich now; you have had your easy life! 
“How terrible for you who are full now; you will go hungry! 
“How terrible for you who laugh now; you will mourn and weep! 
“How terrible when all people speak well of you; their ancestors said the very 
same things about the false prophets.” 

“But I tell you who hear me: love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, and pray for those who 
ill-treat you. If anyone hits you on one cheek, let him hit the other one too; if someone takes your coat, let him have your shirt as 
well. Give to everyone who asks you for something, and when someone takes what is yours, do not ask for it back. 
Do for others just what you want them to do for you. 
“If you love only the people who love you, why should you receive a blessing? Even sinners love those who love them! And if you 
do good only to those who do good to you, why should you receive a blessing? Even sinners do that! And if you lend only to those 
from whom you hope to get it back, why should you receive a blessing? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount! 
No! Love your enemies and do good to them; lend and expect nothing back. You will then have a great reward, and you will be 
children of the Most High God. For he is good to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful just as your Father is 
merciful. “Do not judge others, and God will not judge you; do not condemn others, and God will not condemn you; forgive 
others, and God will forgive you. Give to others, and God will give to you. Indeed, you will receive a full measure, a generous 
helping, poured into your hands — all that you can hold. The measure you use for others is the one that God will use for you.” 
(Luke 6:17, 20-38)  
It’s not Jesus’ thinking that’s upside down. It’s ours. He doesn’t want us to think that the only way we can be 
happy is to have lots of money and all the best toys and latest stuff. Jesus loves all people, but he has a special 
love for people who are poor, hungry, sad or picked on. And he asks us to be the same. We are called to do 
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what we can to help all people in our world to be happy. We can stick up 
for them and try to change the world to make it fairer for all people. We all 
aim to be Caritas Ambassadors!  
God of all, we give you thanks for your great love. Especially for those 
who are poor, those who hunger, and those who are sad. Amen.  

 

This Sunday is the 8th Sunday of Ordinary Time. Father will wear a green coloured chasuble. 
That is why our newsletter heading is in green.  
 

MASS TIMES: Note that during school term time, 
Friday morning Mass is at 10am. Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word is on Sunday, 10am Mass. All are welcome! 
Remember to bring your palms from last year to Mass 
– they will be burnt to make the ashes for Ash 
Wednesday next week. 
The reading for this Sunday can be found on the 
Wednesday Word 
 

WONDER QUESTION: This week, we wondered about the reaction of the crowds of disciples to Jesus’ 
message. Were they prepared to show mercy and put others before themselves? 

  
 

LET US PRAY: We pray for world leaders: that they may 
know and understand the challenges their people face and 
that they may be moved to do what they can to change things 
for the better. We pray for all people who are poor, hungry, 
hurt or sad in our world. That they may know that they are 
loved and find happiness and hope for the future. We pray for 
Pope Francis. Grant him healing and peace. God of love, help 
us to be giving and loving to one another. Fill us with your 
gifts of peace, hope and love. Amen. We continue to pray: 

Jesus lives in our school: in our minds and words and 
actions… love one another. So that, in all things that we 
think, say and do, God may be glorified. 

         

                    

https://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm
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CHAPLAINCY NEWSLETTER: Mrs Doodson, our lay chaplain, has written to all families. Her 
newsletter introduces Lenten Term stay and pray opportunities for families and parishioners, which start 
next Thursday morning, from 8:30am, in the Croi. All are welcome. 

 
THE WEDNESDAY WORD: You can enjoy the latest 
edition of the Wednesday Word as a family by following 
this link. 

 
TEN:TEN RESOURCES: Click here for the February newsletter. 
 

CHURCH BULLETIN: Our parish bulletin can be downloaded from our 
website at https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/parish-bulletin-social-
media/ 
 
OTHER LETTERS ISSUED OVER THE LAST WEEK: 
Most updates are via our App. Please ensure you check the app regularly.  

• https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/sacred-heart-standard/  
 

 
MARK 10 MISSION: Episode 22: Jesus is always with you – 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time: In the Gospel, 
Jesus is speaking to the crowds. He shares with them a challenging teaching. He gives a list of all the ways 
they can be "Blessed" but none of the ways sound very good at all. Mary helps us reflect upon how, even in 
the most difficult moments, Jesus is always close and loving us. We take this into a time of prayer and then 
sing 'One and All' with Angel. 

 
 

https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/CHAPLAINCY-NEWS-FEB2025.pdf
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/parish-bulletin-social-media/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/parish-bulletin-social-media/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/sacred-heart-standard/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rBQE3hySkSs
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SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME KEY DATES:  
Upcoming dates this month -  
Friday 7th March, 3pm: Parents’ Session – Reconciliation 
Sunday 9th March, 10am: Mass – We follow 
Thursday 13th March, 6:30pm: First Reconciliation 
Friday 11th April, 3pm: Parents’ Session – Communion 
Three weekends for First Eucharist: 26th / 27th April, 3rd 
/ 4th May, 10th / 11th May 2025 
Sunday 8th June, 10am: Celebration Mass. 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS AWARENESS – DRESS UP 

DAY: Our annual Human Rights day will take place next 

Monday. Children are invited to dress as a human rights 

hero. A poet in residence will work with our children on 

Monday, and they will meet a human rights activist. 

Remember that human rights heroes wear everyday 

clothing! There is no need to buy a costume! 

WORLD BOOK DAY: World Book Day 

2025 will take place next Thursday 6th March. 

This year, World Book Day invite everyone to 

‘Read Your Way’. Research shows that children 

feel reading is something they have to do, rather than 

something they choose to do. Children may come to 

school dressed in a costume that reflects a book they love 

– bring the book along too if you can! Children will also 

have the opportunity to visit our ‘World Book Day Cafe’ 

where they can enjoy a drink and read. There will be a 

book swap at the cafe where children can bring a book 

from home that they no longer want and swap with 

someone else. We look forward to seeing all children 

dressed up and celebrating reading! Our book fair is open 

until DATE – please visit after school. 

ART COMPETITION: Westhoughton Rotary Club 
are hosting their annual Primary School Art Competition 
for Year 3 and Year 5 children.  

• Y3 theme: My favourite game - It can be any type 
of game, indoor or outdoor. An illustration of whichever you enjoy most. 

• Y5 theme: Winter - A painting or coloured drawing which sums up this time of year.  
Each piece of work must have the pupil’s name, year group & school ON THE BACK. The entries will be 
collected on the morning of Wednesday 12th March 2025. 
 

 
  

https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=336
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UIOGD - SCHOOL PRAYER: Our exercise books all have the Benedictine mission, UIOGD, on them. 
UIOGD is an acronym for the Latin phrase, Ut In Omnibus Glorificetur Deus, which means ‘so that in all 
things God may be glorified’. It's the basic mission of Benedictine spirituality. 
Our school prayer now has an extra 15 words: So that, in all things that we think, say and do, God may 
be glorified. This will help us remember why we have UIOGD on our books, and reminds us that all we do 
is an opportunity to be sacred… 
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/prayer/  

 
 

FORD CASTLE – Y5 RESIDENTIAL: Balances for Ford Castle (10-12 
April 2025) are now due as we must make final payments to PGL. Please ensure 
that the balance is paid, via school money. Note that unpaid balances will 
forfeit the place and deposits are non-refundable. If there is any issue, please 
make an appointment to speak to our senior pastoral lead, Mr Dootson. 
Children are asked, by PGL, to bring a sleeping bag / pillow or equivalent, with 
them to the Castle. They will sleep inside this on bunk beds. 

 
BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS: Congratulations to all who celebrated their 
Baptism Birthday this week. Please remind your child when it is the 
anniversary of their baptism. 

 

   

                             
       

                 
                    

                 

                       
                      
               
          

                     
                      
             

      

https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/prayer/
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LIKE JESUS AWARDS: Congratulations to those awarded certificates this week! 

 
 
YOUNG VOICES: What a wonderful time the Sacred Heart Singers had at the Co-op Live arena on Tuesday 
for Young Voices! Thank you to Mrs Garside, Miss Purtill (& Miss Fairhurst, who joined us via video call!) 
who have coached the children ahead of their performance. 

 

 

RE THIS TERM: We are now up to Branch 4 – Desert to Garden. ‘Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day’ (1 Cor 15:3). In this branch, pupils will 
study the season of Lent and its culmination in the events of Holy Week. They will learn about the Paschal 
Triduum at the heart of the Catholic Church’s Liturgy and life. The title of this branch points both to the 

liturgical journey from the desert of Lent to the garden of Resurrection, 
but also to the Paschal journey from darkness to light, barrenness to 
fruitfulness, death to life. We follow the model curriculum of the RE 
Directory, ‘To know you more clearly’. 
You can find the general content, knowledge lenses, key vocabulary and 
expected outcomes on the following pages: 
Reception – page 67/68 | Y1 – p87-89 | Y2 – p106-108 
Y3 – p123-125 | Y4 – p140-143 | Y5 – p158-161 | Y6 – p176-179  

https://www.catholiceducation.org.uk/resources/religious-education-curriculum-directory
https://www.catholiceducation.org.uk/resources/religious-education-curriculum-directory
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CARITAS PLEDGE - YOUNG PARENTS APPEAL: One of our Caritas Jubilee Hope pledges is to 
support the Young Parents accommodation offered by Caritas Diocese of Salford. Please send in any 
donations that would support young mums and dads and their babies – for example, nappies and toiletries, 
dummies, wipes, baby food, baby clothes, etc. The crib collection area is located next to our pastoral room. 
There will be a non-uniform day on the feast of the Assumption – 25th March – in exchange for 
donations for the appeal. 
https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/service/young-parents-accommodation-blackburn/  
The Young Parents’ Accommodation provides high-quality, safe, supported accommodation for young 
parents and their children, at a time in their life when they are vulnerable and need a period of stability. The 
Caritas team helps them prepare for independent living, providing a safe, nurturing environment where young 
mothers and fathers can develop parenting skills to enable their babies to thrive. While the team 
predominantly supports young women aged 18-30 years and their babies up to the age of two years, they also 
are able to provide safe refuge for single fathers and young couples in the family room. 
The support provided enables young families to develop confidence and their abilities, with Caritas working 
alongside them so they can transform their lives with dignity. Caritas work closely with partners across Greater 
Manchester and Lancashire, including local authorities, voluntary and statutory bodies and regularly 
contribute to safeguarding assessments to ensure children are protected. Working with others in this way 
ensures a strong multi-agency approach, helping ensure a comprehensive, safe and effective service that can 
have a huge impact on the lives of the families. The centre’s work seeks to help the young parents and their 
families to move on from temporary accommodation to safe, secure permanent homes in their community, 
ready for independent living. 

 
 

ST PATRICK’S DAY – 
MONDAY 17TH MARCH: On St 
Patrick’s Day, 17th March, we 
invite children to come to school 
wearing green or an item of green. 
This is the day we ask children to 
bring an Easter egg to school in 
readiness for our Easter raffle on 
15th April. Tickets will go on sale in 
due course. 
 

  

https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/service/young-parents-accommodation-blackburn/
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UNITE | ACHIEVE | CELEBRATE 

THANK YOU to all who embrace our now established UNITE | ACHIEVE | CELEBRATE 
strategy.  

UNITE are informal gatherings for parents, senior leaders and year group teachers – we explore how to 

unite to ensure your child is happy, progresses well and enjoys learning, School curriculum and homework 
expectations are shared and explained.  

UNITE letters for the Spring Candlemas & Lenten Terms are below: 

https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/unite/ 
Thank you to all who attended our Parent’s evening this week. 
 

ACHIEVE are monthly drop-in days (with drinks and biscuits) where you can share concerns or gain clarity 

on matters relating to your child’s welfare and progress with our SEND, Safeguarding and Pastoral leads. 

Anyone is welcome – appointments for ACHIEVE can be made via the main office or by emailing 

achieve@sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk Of course, the first point of contact for day-to-day matters is always your 
child’s teacher, and Mr Dootson, our senior pastoral lead, is always available to speak to parents. 
Our March achieve date is Wednesday 26th March 2025. 
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/achieve/  
 

CELEBRATE are those regular opportunities to share in your child’s learning and progress in a range of 

ways. As well as class-led Friday morning prayer (class assemblies) we celebrate musical achievement every 
half term in special recitals. Sporting and artistic celebrations will also take place throughout the year. Look 

out for dates on our newsletters and social media – add them to your diary and join us to CELEBRATE 

together… Our revised Annual Plan of Provision is on the school website. 
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/celebrate/  
Lenten half term: 

Friday morning prayer 
9:05am, school hall: 

Mass 
 

28th February 2025: All pupils - Burning of the 
Palms 
7th March 2025: All pupils - Led by Lay Chaplain 
–St Joseph’s Penny Lenten Appeal 
14th March 2025:1P - St Juan Diego 
21st March 2025: Y4 & Y5 - Led by Lay 
Chaplain - St Oscar Romero (24th) 
28th March 2025: RB – Sacred Heart of Jesus 
4th April 2025: Y2 & Y3 - Led by Lay Chaplain – 
Stations of Light 
11th April 2025: 3C - St Marianne Cope 

28th February 2025: 10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church - Y3 
5th March 2025: 10:00-11:00am: Mass in School – Ash 
Wednesday 
7th March 2025: 10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y4 
14th March 2025: 10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y5 
21st March 2025: 10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y6 
28th March 2025: 10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – 
Reception 
4th April 2025: 10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y1 
11th April 2025: 10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y2 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation: 
 

DATE YEAR GROUP 

7th March 2025 
13th March 2025 
14th March 2025 
21st March 2025 
28th March 2025 

1:15-2:30pm: Y4 Reconciliation (Croí Ró Naofa Íosa) 
6:30pm: Sacramental Programme First Reconciliation (Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Church) 
1:15-3:30pm: Y5 Reconciliation (Croí Ró Naofa Íosa) 
1:15-3:30pm: Y6 Reconciliation (Croí Ró Naofa Íosa) 
1:15-3:30pm: Catch-up Reconciliation (Croí Ró Naofa Íosa) 

/ 

Mon 31st March 2025, 2pm - YR: The Proud Tree | Monday 14th April, 1:30pm - Passion @ Sacred Heart  

https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/unite/
mailto:achieve@sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/achieve/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/APOP-14FEB2025-FINAL.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/celebrate/
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ORDO FOR THE WEEK AHEAD: 
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PALMS TO ASHES: This morning’s prayer brought us all together for burning of the palms ready Ash 
Wednesday, next week. 
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ASH WEDNESDAY: All are welcome to our Ash Wednesday Mass, next Wednesday, 10am, in the school 

hall. Please remember Ash Wednesday is a day of abstinence from meat. 

   

FEAST THEN 

FAST: 

Pancake Day or 

Mardi Gras is the name 

given to Shrove 

Tuesday, a Catholic day 

of feasting before 

Lent. The day is 

celebrated by eating 

pancakes, fritters, and 

other rich foods that 

are not traditionally 

eaten during Lent.  

Easy pancake recipe 

- click here. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/how_to_make_pancakes_02824
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/how_to_make_pancakes_02824
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WELL DONE: One of our pupils have been 
re-called to audition for the role of Matilda in 
the West-end! We send best wishes for the 
audition on Sunday! 

 
 
 

 
PILGRIMS OF HOPE: One of our Y6 entries won the national 
competition! Well done! 
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6BT CARITAS JUBILEE PLEDGE REPLY: Class 6BT sent messages of hope to the Prison service.  
This week, they received a response from the Prison chaplain. 

 
 

THE SHEEPFOLD: Our site team have been busy treating the floor of #TheSheepfold, our outdoor 

chapel space. #TeamSacredHeart 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST WEEK: Keep an eye on our social media at:  
https://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters/ to keep up with images from our learning journey… 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters/
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MARCH ONLINE SAFETY: https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/online-safety/  

 

https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/online-safety/
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ATTENDANCE: The latest 
National attendance statistics can be 
found at: 
https://explore-education-
statistics.service.gov.uk/find-
statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools  
 
 
 
 

 
 

HUMAN DIGNITY: 
This half term we focus 
on solidarity… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS: In our Celebration of the Word, we placed the 
lit candle before Pope Francis and prayed for him during this 
time of illness. Please keep Pope Francis in your prayers. 
 

 

            

                               
             

                               
                          
                               
     

      

                  
                              

          

                                                     
                                                  
                                                      
                    

                              

                                         

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools
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AND FINALLY: We welcomed back Mrs Wroe today for a keeping in touch day 
ahead of her return from maternity leave on 17th March.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and trust as we walk together. 
 

Mr M Johnson   Mrs B Furey    Mrs S Bridge 
Executive Headteacher Director of Teach Heart Alliance Deputy Headteacher 
In the #GospelOfTheDay, Jesus proclaims blessed those who are poor, afflicted, meek and persecuted. 

It is a change of mentality, a revolution of perspective. Artists are called to take part in this revolution. The world needs 
prophetic artists. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2025/documents/20250216-omelia-giubileo-artisti.html 
Pope Francis, Twitter @ Pontifex, 16th February 2025 

 

 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2025/documents/20250216-omelia-giubileo-artisti.html
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