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LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

 
Friday 15th November 2024 

Dear parents and families, 
REMEMBRANCE TERM 

 
On Monday we gathered for our Like Jesus Gospel Celebration of the Word, focused on the question, How 
can I share with others this week?, and exploring the theme of true generosity and concern for brother/sister. 
Our Gospel explored the story of the poor widow: 
As he taught them, [Jesus] said, “Watch out for the teachers of the Law, who like to walk around in their long robes and be 
greeted with respect in the marketplace, who choose the reserved seats in the synagogues and the best places at feasts. They take 
advantage of widows and rob them of their homes, and then make a show of saying long prayers. Their punishment will be all 
the worse!” 
As Jesus sat near the temple treasury, he watched the people as they dropped in their money. Many rich men dropped in a lot of 
money; then a poor widow came along and dropped in two little copper coins, worth about a penny. He called his disciples together 
and said to them, “I tell you that this poor widow put more in the offering box than all the others. For the others put in what 
they had to spare of their riches; but she, poor as she is, put in all she had—she gave all she had to live on.” (Mark 12:38-44) 
The woman gave everything that she had. The people who had lots of money just gave a little bit of what 
they had left over. Which do you think Jesus would like us to be more like, the poor widow or the rich people? 
Jesus wants us to be generous and to share what we have with others. This is hard but we need to think – are 
we holding on to more than we need, like the rich people in Jesus’ story? Could we give a bit more or have 
we shared all that we can? 
Jesus also shows us that everyone has something that they can give, even if at first it does not look like much. 
We can give money, but we can also give other things too. We can give our time – by listening to others, by 
being there for them when they are sad or worried; we can give our talents – for example we could sing a 
song, or paint a picture, or make someone laugh… Can you think of something that you can give and share 
with others? 

We reflected on this 
February 2023 image 
from Andrea Tornielli 
of Vatican News, taken 
outside the Cathedral in 
Juba, South Sudan, 
where a boy found his 
way to the front of the 
crowd to give Pope 
Francis a banknote as a 
gift to help others.  

When do we use our hands to be the living Christ in our world? 
Generous God, help us to share what we have, so that all people may have enough. Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 

This Sunday is the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time. Father will wear a green chasuble. That is why 
our newsletter heading is in green. 

about:blank
about:blank
https://www.facebook.com/vaticannews/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWaqLGpFm4ZeVSRI9Al4v15ABOiZUJqq1dC9lQ_hi5IMGbKCwbwKoB5eWikYuuD6a5eDc74xl7N1U4G0zCdTIqLsCoVSMRpSKsJhiNUPEVF9CqCQHPHg8h_ysK34CXG6vRbPq4LPTL_HJWmZFeKzN4Pz4O82P2idPKiIjCow0nargC4uQeCMWmRaWS71yeP_Pj_jcAMAIAsaJRJxhvwTj-R&__tn__=kK*F
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LET US PRAY: We pray for world leaders: that they 
may be generous and fair, so that all their people have 
enough to live free from poverty. We pray for all 
members of our global family: that we may see that all 
people have something important to share, no matter 
how small or unimportant it seems at first. We pray 
for our parish, family and friends: that we may be as 
generous as possible, not keeping more of anything 
than we need, so that everyone may have enough. 
 God of light, help us to share generously and to see 
how important and special each person’s gifts are. 
Amen. 

We continue to pray: Jesus lives in our school: in our minds and words and actions… love one another. 
 
RED WEDNESDAY: Next week, on Wednesday 20th November, we will 
mark Red Wednesday in school. Children are invited to wear an additional red 
item (their school tie is red – but they may wear a poppy or a red hair band or 
ribbon etc.). On that day our children will watch the Mark10Mission episode 
10, focusing on the story of the good Samaritan. 
Christians are being persecuted in our world of 2024. Listen to this video 
message from Cardinal Vincent Nichols  

 

  

https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvlUiD_BWC0&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvlUiD_BWC0&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvlUiD_BWC0&t=2s
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY WREATH LAYING: Well done to our Apostle wreath layers who took 
part in the Remembrance Sunday service at Westhoughton cenotaph last Sunday morning. 

 
 

ARMISTICE DAY: Thank you to all who joined us on 

Monday, 11th November, for our Armistice Day 11am 

service and silence, led by our apostles (with representatives 

from each class) around the peace pole. Classes kept the 

silence whilst they joined with the National Remembrance 

Live assembly. “They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down 

of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFEIb623Lo8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFEIb623Lo8
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FOYER SOLDIERS: When you 

are next in our foyer take a soldier 

and put it in your pocket… Those 

attending our service around the 

peace pole took one away with 

them too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE WEDNESDAY WORD: You can enjoy the Wednesday 
Word as a family by following this link. 

 
TEN: TEN RESOURCES: Click here for the November newsletter. 
 

CHURCH BULLETIN: Our parish bulletin can be downloaded from our website 
at https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/parish-bulletin-social-media/ 
 
OTHER LETTERS ISSUED SINCE THE START OF TERM: 
Most updates are via our App. Please ensure you check the app regularly.  
 
MARK 10 MISSION: Episode 9: The Poor Widow: You can watch the episode 
supporting this week’s theme from home. In the Gospel, we meet Jesus in the Temple. 
He is sat by the treasury and watching people putting money into the offering box. 
There he sees something which catches his attention. Greg helped us to respond to 
this Gospel in prayer and we prayed together the Litany of Trust – ‘Jesus I trust in 
you’. This week in our celebration of the Word we learnt a new song: ‘Praise’. 

 
ATTENDANCE: The latest National attendance 
statistics can be found at: 
https://explore-education-
statistics.service.gov.uk/find-
statistics/pupil-attendance-
in-schools  
 
 
 
 

http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/parish-bulletin-social-media/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qp7rjYqGW-M&t=1s
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools
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SACRAMENTAL 
PROGRAMME KEY DATES:  
Children meet together this 
Sunday, 17th November, 10am: 
Mass – We pray 
Sunday 26th January, 10am: Mass – We 
listen 
Friday 7th March, 3pm: Parents’ 
Session – Reconciliation 

Sunday 9th March, 10am: Mass – We follow 
Thursday 13th March, 6:30pm: First Reconciliation 
Friday 11th April, 3pm: Parents’ Session – Communion 
Three weekends for First Eucharist: 26th / 27th April, 3rd / 4th May, 10th / 11th May 2025 
Sunday 8th June, 10am: Celebration Mass 
 

UNITE | ACHIEVE | CELEBRATE 

THANK YOU to all who embrace our now established UNITE | ACHIEVE | CELEBRATE 
strategy. We will continue to develop our work with families this academic year. 

UNITE are informal gatherings for parents, senior leaders and year group teachers – we explore how to 

unite to ensure your child is happy, progresses well and enjoys learning, School curriculum and homework 
expectations are shared and explained.  

UNITE letters for each year group are below: 

Reception | Y1 | Y2 | Y3 | Y4 | Y5 | Y6 
 

ACHIEVE are monthly drop in days (with drinks and biscuits) where you can share concerns or gain clarity 

on matters relating to your child’s welfare and progress with our SEND, Safeguarding and Pastoral leads. 

Anyone is welcome – appointments for ACHIEVE can be made via the main office or by emailing 

achieve@sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk Of course, the first point of contact for day-to-day matters is always your 
child’s teacher, and Mr Dootson, our senior pastoral lead, is always available to speak to parents. 
Our next date is next Wednesday, 20th November, 8:30am-4pm 
 

CELEBRATE are those regular opportunities to share in your child’s learning and progress in a range of 

ways. As well as class-led Friday morning prayer (class assemblies) we celebrate musical achievement every 
half term in special recitals. Sporting and artistic celebrations will also take place throughout the year. Look 

out for dates on our newsletters and social media – add them to your diary and join us to CELEBRATE 

together… Our Annual Plan of Provision is on the school website. 
Parents’ evening will be held on Tuesday 26th November. Details of how to book have been sent via the 
app and on a paper letter sent home with all children. 
Remembrance half term: 

Friday morning prayer 
9:05am, school hall: 

Musical 
achievement recital 
2:00pm, school hall: 

Mass 
 

29th November 2024: RS – 
Mary, Mother of God 
 
13th December 2024: 5D - St 
Francis Xavier 

Monday 16th December 
2024 

22nd November 2024: 10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – 
Reception 
29th November 2024: 10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y5 
6th December 2024: 10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y3 
10th December 2024: 9:30-10:30am: Mass at Church – Whole 
School (Advent) 
13th December 2024: 10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y1 
20th December 2024: 10:00-11:00am: Mass at Church – Y4 

https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/REC-UNITE-AUTUMN-2024.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/UNITE-AUTUMN-2024-Y1.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Year-2-UNITE-AUTUMN.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/UNITE-AUTUMN-2024-Year-3.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Year-4-UNITE-AUTUMN-2024.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/YEAR-5-UNITE-AUTUMN-2024.pdf
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/YEAR-6-UNITE-AUTUMN-2024.pdf
mailto:achieve@sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/APoP-2024-2025.pdf
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BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS: We don’t have the date of every child’s baptism. Make sure your child knows 
when their Baptism Birthday is so they can wear the special sash. Don’t worry if they forget – they can wear 
it as soon as they remember! 

 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THIS WEEK: Keep an eye on our social media at 
https://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters/ to keep up with images from our learning journey… 

about:blank
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ST NICHOLAS DAY: St Nicholas Day is Friday 6th December. 
As usual, children are invited to wear Christmas clothing to 
school, and to bring a wrapped gift for a man, woman, boy or girl. 
These gifts are donated to Caritas Diocese of Salford, who 
distribute them to those most in need, including to those 
accessing the services at Cornerstone Day Centre and Morning 
Star Hostel. 
 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH AND CRACKERS: Children may 
also wear Christmas jumpers for our party lunch time; and bring 
in a Christmas cracker. Wednesday 18th December 2024, the day 
of our KS2 Carol services. 

 

ADVENT SERVICES: This year’s Advent services are as follows: 

 Reception simple nativity in song and freeze frame – led by EYFS – Tuesday 17th December, 2:30pm 

 KS1 Nativity play and carols – Thursday 12th December, 2pm & 6pm 

 KS2 Carol Service in church – Wednesday 18th December – 2pm & 7pm 
 

CHRISTMAS FAIR DETAILS AND NON-UNIFORM DAYS: Our Christmas Fair will take place this 
year on Thursday 28th November, straight after school, in the hall. To gather items for the stalls, we have 
non-uniform days as follows: 

 15th November: Chocolate donations – thank you to all who donated today! 

 22nd November: Bottle donations 

 26th November: Cakes 
A carrier bag and note has also been sent home to send back with any gifts, bric-a-brac, toys etc. for our fair. 

Bags will also be distributed through church. 
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ORDO FOR NEXT WEEK: 
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FRIENDSHIP DISCO: Thank you to all who attended our Friendship disco this week. 

 

ANTI BULLYING CONFERENCE: Yesterday, as part of Friendship week, Westhoughton High School 

hosted our cluster Anti-Bullying Conference. There were lots of great gifts, resources and ideas for us to take 

back.  

 

THIS WEEK’S ECO-ENDEAVOUR: Remember to turn off lights when not in the room! 

 

HUMAN DIGNITY: This half term we are focused on Human 

Dignity. 
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HOW MANY HAVE YOU DONE? ‘Kids need nature and nature needs kids!’ The National Trust have 

created a “50 things to do before you’re 11 and 3/4” list to encourage children and families to build a 

connection with the natural world. Many of the activities can be done throughout the seasons but also in 

your own garden or local park! How many have you done? #LaudatoSi 

 

AND FINALLY: Wednesday was World Kindness Day which serves as a reminder of 

the positive impact that kindness can have on individuals, communities, and the world 

at large. It encourages people to perform intentional acts of kindness and foster a culture 

of compassion and generosity. Every day is a day to show kindness and empathy to 

others. 

Thank you for your continued support and trust as we walk together. 

Mr M Johnson   Mrs B Furey    Mrs S Bridge 
Executive Headteacher Director of Teach Heart Alliance Deputy Headteacher 

Jesus said clearly: “Just as you did it to one of the least of these my 
brethren, you did it to me” (Mt 25:40). Jesus asks you to discover 

Him in the members of society who are poor, despised, and 
abandoned. What a beautiful encounter that can be! #DilexitNos 

Pope Francis, Twitter @ Pontifex, 15th November 2024 
 

 
 

 
 
 

MASS TIMES: Note that during school term time, Friday 
morning Mass is at 10am. Children’s Liturgy of the Word is on 
Sunday, 10am Mass. 

https://x.com/hashtag/DilexitNos?src=hashtag_click
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