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LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

 
Friday 17th November 2023 

Dear parents and families, 
HELPING OTHERS 

 
This week, in our Like Jesus assembly, we gathered to consider 
the story Jesus told about ten women who are waiting at a 
wedding for the bridegroom to arrive. It is dark and so they all 
have lamps with them to light the way…  Our big question was: 
How can you show you are ready to help others? 
Jesus said: “At that time the Kingdom of heaven will be like this. Once there 
were ten young women who took their oil lamps and went out to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and the other five were wise.  
The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any extra oil with 
them, while the wise ones took containers full of oil for their lamps. The bridegroom was late in coming, so the women began to 
nod and fall asleep. 
“It was already midnight when the cry rang out, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come and meet him!’ The ten women woke up and 
trimmed their lamps. Then the foolish ones said to the wise ones, ‘Let us have some of your oil, because our lamps are going 
out.’ ‘No, indeed,’ the wise ones answered, ‘there is not enough for you and for us. Go to the shop and buy some for yourselves.’  
So the foolish women went off to buy some oil; and while they were gone, the bridegroom arrived. The five who were ready went in 
with him to the wedding feast, and the door was closed.  “Later the other women arrived. ‘Sir, sir! Let us in!’ they cried 
out. ‘Certainly not! I don't know you,’ the bridegroom answered.” 
And Jesus concluded, “Be on your guard, then, because you do not know the day or the hour.” (Matthew 25:1-13) 

 
We considered: What did five of them have that the other five 
didn’t? Five of them were sensible and took extra oil with them, 
so that if the bridegroom was late they would still be able to light 
his way. They were prepared. 
The bridegroom was very late. It was after midnight before the 
women were asked to go out and meet him and five of them no 
longer had enough oil for their lamps. They were not prepared 
and ended up being left outside the wedding. How do you think 

they felt about being left outside?  Sometimes things happen that we don’t expect and we realise that we 
are not ready for them. Can you think of a time when this has happened to you? What happened? How 
did you feel? Can you think of a time when you were ready for something? When you were well 
prepared? What happened? How did you feel? Jesus also asks us to be ready and prepared to be kind and 
loving to others whenever we have the chance. Are you ready to try and help people when they need 
some support? How do you think you can show you are ready to help others? 
 
You can watch at home: https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/ Episode 10: The Ten Bridesmaids.  
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LET US PRAY: We pray for all people around the world who face 
natural disasters: that they may be able to prepare as best they can 
to protect themselves. We pray for the work of CAFOD: that it may 
continue to help people be prepared and to change their lives for 
the better. We pray for our school, family and friends: that we may 
be ready to follow Jesus and treat others as we would wish to be 
treated.  
God of all, help us to be ready to share what we have, to treat others 
as we would wish to be treated and to try to make the world a fairer 
place. Amen. 

 
MP CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION ENTRIES: Please return Chris 
Green MP’s Christmas Card competition entries, on the attached form, to the 
SCHOOL OFFICE no later than Monday 27th November, enabling us to deliver 
them in time.  
 

 
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING: This 

week’s theme is promoting peace.  

We aim that our children are guided to LEARN | 
LOVE | LEAD in their school experience and 
beyond. 
Jesus lives in our school: in our minds and 

words and actions... 

MASSES: Every Friday, a year group will be attending the CELEBRATION of Mass at 10am, in church. 

Whole school Masses, in the school hall, with readings led by our children, will take place each half term. 
Families are welcome to join us. A list of which classes are attending Mass on which dates is found at 
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/celebrate/ or by following the Celebrate link, within newsletters, in 
our Virtual Office on the school website. 

 Friday 17th November 2023, 10am – Reception & Y4 Mass, church  

 Friday 24th November 2023, 10am – Y3 Mass, church 

 Friday 1st December 2023, 10am – Y2 Mass, church 

 Friday 8th December 2023, 10am – Whole school Mass, Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception, 10am, school hall 

 Friday 15th December 2023, 10am – Y1 Mass, church 
 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY: Thank you to one of our Apostles – head 
pupils that form one of our pupilleadership teams – who laid a wreath, on behalf 
of the school, at last Sunday’s remembrance service at the Westhoughton 
cenotaph.  
 
“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the 
years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them...” 

 

  

https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/celebrate/
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST WEEK: Keep an eye on our social media at 

https://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters/ to keep up with images from our learning journey… 

 

AWARDS: Congratulations to this week’s assembly award winners: 

#LikeJesus 
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THIS WEEK’S WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE: 

 
 
The latest National attendance statistics can be found at: 
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools  

 
THE WEDNESDAY WORD: You can enjoy the 
Wednesday Word as a family by following the link to this 
week’s half-term edition.  
 

NOVEMBER ‘prayers for home' is also available on the newslettter 
page of our website, or by visiting: 
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/the-hub/parent-newsletter/   

 
CHURCH BULLETIN: Our parish bulletin for last weekend can be 
downloaded from our website at https://www.sacred-
heart.bolton.sch.uk/parish-bulletin-social-media/ 
A school parish bulletin covering the Marian Term, also uploaded to this page, 

has been shared with parishioners. 
 
NOVEMBER E-SAFETY UPDATE: can be downloaded at newslettter page of our website 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

MY FAMILY COACH: Does family life feel chaotic? Are you struggling with 
your child’s behaviour at difficult times, like bedtime or before school? Or perhaps 
you feel that routines have taken over your life and your child can’t cope with 
changes? Click the link below, to find information on how to attend the free online 

parenting workshop, provided by My Family Coach. The session is on Thursday 23rd November. 
https://www.myfamilycoach.com/parent-class-mental-wellbeing-communication-conversations-creating-
routines-that-work-for-your-child/  

 

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm
http://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm
file:///E:/newslettter%20page%20of%20our%20website
file:///E:/newslettter%20page%20of%20our%20website
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/the-hub/parent-newsletter/
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https://www.myfamilycoach.com/parent-class-mental-wellbeing-communication-conversations-creating-routines-that-work-for-your-child/
https://www.myfamilycoach.com/parent-class-mental-wellbeing-communication-conversations-creating-routines-that-work-for-your-child/
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UNITE | ACHIEVE | CELEBRATE 
KEY DATES as part of our UNITE | ACHIEVE | CELEBRATE strategy: 

 
Our UNITE meeting recordings can be accessed on our school website at https://bit.ly/48O3Ofx 
Thank you to all who attended our parents’ evening this week for their child’s latest Achievement, Wellbeing 
& Development Review. If you were unable to attend, please ensure that contact is made with your child’s 
class teacher as soon as possible. https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/unite/  
 
ACHIEVE drop in days where you can share concerns or gain clarity on matters relating to your child’s 
welfare and progress with our SEND, Safeguarding and Pastoral leads. Anyone is welcome – appointments 
for ACHIEVE can be made via the main office or by emailing achieve@sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk Of 
course, the first point of contact for day-to-day matters is always your child’s teacher, and Mr Dootson, our 
senior pastoral lead, is always available to speak to parents. 
November: Wednesday 29th November, 8:30am-4pm 
December: Wednesday 20th December, 8:30am-4pm 
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/achieve/  
 
CELEBRATE learning and progress in a range of ways: 
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/celebrate/  
 

Class led assembly Musical achievement 
recitals 

Other key dates to celebrate 

6ET Assembly, Friday 17th November  
 
5B Assembly, Friday 19th January 2023 
  
2D Assembly, Friday 2nd February 2024 
  
2W Assembly, Friday 16th February 2024 
  
3F Assembly, Friday 8th March 2024 
 
3W Assembly, Friday 22nd March 2024 
 
4C Assembly, Friday 26th April 2024  
 
4CD Assembly, Friday 10th May 2024 
 
1K Assembly, Friday 24th May 2024 
 

Wednesday 20th December  
Wednesday 14th February  
Wednesday 27th March  
Wednesday 3rd July   
 
All starting at 2:00pm 

Christmas Fair, Friday 8th 
December 2023, 3:35pm 
 
KS1 Christmas Service, Monday 
11th December 2023, 2:00pm & 
6:30pm 
 
LKS2 Christmas Service, 
Tuesday 12th December 2023, 
2:00pm & 6:30pm 
 
UKS2 Christmas Service, 
Wednesday 13th December 2023, 
2:00pm & 6:30pm 
 
Reception Christmas Service, 
Thursday 14th December 2023, 
2:30pm & 5:30pm 
 

 
OTHER NEWS: Newsletters issued over the last week: 
 
Y5 Bolton Museum Trip Letter 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/48O3Ofx
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/unite/
mailto:achieve@sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/achieve/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/celebrate/
https://www.sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Y5-Bolton-Museum-Trip-6th-December-2023.pdf
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FRIENDSHIP WEEK: Thank you to all who supported the start of Friendship 

Week with odd socks! Anti-Bullying Week 2023 has the theme 'Make A Noise About 

Bullying'. Odd Socks Day celebrates what makes us all unique. 

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week-2023-make-noise-about-

bullying  

 

DIWALI: This week we celebrated the Hindu festival of light, Diwali. A very happy Diwali to our Hindu 
pupils, families, and staff. On this auspicious festival, may you find your path to success, just like the way 
Lord Rama found his way back home. Happy Diwali! 
 

 
 
 
  

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week-2023-make-noise-about-bullying
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week-2023-make-noise-about-bullying
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CHRISTMAS FAIR & NON 
UNIFORM DAYS FOR 
DONATIONS: 
 
Friday 1st December – in exchange for 
chocolate items 
 
Monday 4th December – in exchange for 
bottle items 
 
Wednesday 6th December – in exchange 
for baked items 
 
 
 
 

Please display the final poster to let everyone know about our fair! We look forward to seeing you all there – 
and of course, to welcoming Father Christmas! 
 
Our annual REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR operates again this year, including the annual St Nicholas 
giving of a gift to those who might otherwise have none. See below for full details. 
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SCHOOL MEALS MENU: The new menu has just been published. 
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THE BIG AMBITION: The Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has launched 

The Big Ambition, a national survey of children and young people across England. The Big Ambition aims 

to hear from children across England on what they think is important! In the lead up to the next General 

Election, the Children’s Commissioner wants to take children’s thoughts, opinions and ideas to decision-

makers, to make sure that the Government hears young people’s voices on what they think needs to be done 

to make children’s lives better in England. The Big Ambition survey will be open until Friday 15th December. 

If you and your child could take 10 minutes to complete the survey, at the link below (or by 

scanning the QR code), this would be much appreciated. 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigambition 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKxrjYeSg_w  

AND FINALLY: Our Christmas Tree arrives on Wednesday 

next week. If you are looking for an excuse to put up your 

decorations ‘early’, did you know that in many Orthodox and 

Eastern Catholic Churches, Advent lasts for 40 days and is 

known as the Nativity Fast and sometimes Winter Lent. For 

Orthodox churches, who celebrate Christmas on December 

25th, their fast started on November 15th. Advent also starts on 

November 15th in Celtic Christianity. Advent marks the 

beginning of the church year. It is a time for reflection in 

darkness, for renewal of hope and for a movement towards a 

beginning. The season of Advent, as it first emerged in the 

Catholic Church in the fourth and fifth centuries, lasted, like Lent, for 40 days. Later tradition developed the 

Advent we know today, of four Sundays before Christmas Day.  Advent begins on Sunday 3rd December. 

Thank you for your continued support and trust as we walk together.  
 

Mr M Johnson   Mrs B Furey 
Executive Headteacher Director of Teach Heart Alliance 

 
Everyone is our neighbour, regardless of the colour of their skin, their social standing, where they come from. 

We are called to encounter every poor person and every form of poverty, abandoning our indifference and the banal excuses we 
make to protect our illusory well-being. 

Pope Francis, Twitter @ Pontifex, 16th November 2023. 
 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigambition
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKxrjYeSg_w
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CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION ENTRIES: Please return Chris Green MP’s Christmas Card 

competition entries to the SCHOOL OFFICE no later than Monday 27th November, enabling us to 

deliver them in time. 

 

 

Sacred Heart RC Primary School, Westhoughton 
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