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Question Answer 
What is a prefix? 

a) A collection of letters added the 
beginning of a word to change its 
meaning. 

b) A collection of letters added to the 
end of the word to change its 
meaning 

c) A word that connects two sentences 
together. 

The correct answer is A.  
 
B is describing a Suffix. 
 
C is describing a conjunction.  

What is a suffix? 
a) A collection of letters added to the 

end of the word to change its 
meaning 

b) A word that tells you the position of 
something in relation to something 
else. 

c) Words that are sound the same but 
are spelt differently and/or have 
different meanings. 

 

The correct answer is A. 
 
B is describing a preposition 
 
C is describing a homophone. 

Can you add the prefixes dis-, mis- and 
in- at the beginning of these words to 
change their meaning into something 
negative? 
 
a) Appoint 
b) Behave 
c) Correct 
d) Obey 
e) spell 

A and D should use the prefix dis- 
 
 
B and E should use the prefix mis- 
 
C should use the prefix in- 

The prefix ‘dis’ (as in disagree) means to: 
a) to frighten 
b) to spoil 
c) to overturn 
d) to remove or reverse 

 
 

e) The answer is to remove or reverse 

The prefix ‘anti’ (as in antibiotic) means e) The correct answer is against 



a) assisting 
b) not 
c) medicinal 
d) against 

What do you think the prefix ‘sub’ means 
when added to a root word? 

‘sub’ when added to a root word means 
under.  Other words beginning with ‘sub’ 
include submarine and submit. 

The prefix ‘auto’ means ‘self’.  Can you add 
the prefix to these root words to change 
their meaning? 
 

a) Biography 
b) graph 

a) Autobiography. A biography is 
something written by somebody else 
about a person’s life. An 
autobiography is written by the 
person themselves. 

b) Autograph – ‘Graph’ can mean 
something written. Autograph means 
something written by a particular 
person, usually their signature. 

Can you add the suffix -ation to these 
words to turn them into nouns? 
 

a) Inform 
b) Sense 
c) Prepare 
d) admire 

The correct answers are information, 
sensation, preparation and 
admiration.  
 
Remember that for the last three, the rule 
is that if the root words ends in an ‘e’ we 
must drop it before adding ‘ation’ 

What suffix can we add to the end of these 
adjectives to turn them into adverbs? 
 

a) Quick 
b) Sad 
c) Usual 
d) final 

We can add the suffix -ly. The words 
become quickly, sadly, usually and 
finally. 

Which of these are the correct spellings? 
 

a) Divishun 
b) Invashun 
c) Division 
d) Confusion 
e) invasion 

The correct answers are C, D and E. The 
‘shun’ sound at the end of a word is always 
spelt ‘sion’ This suffix is always added at 
the end of a root word, and we must drop 
the ‘e’ before adding it. 
Divide = division 

How do we add the -ous suffix to these 
words so they are spelt correctly. 
 

a) Humour 
b) Glamour 
c) vigour 

We must remove the ‘u’ in between ‘our’ to 
make it ‘or’ and then add the ‘ous’. The 
correct spellings are: 
 
humorous 
glamorous 
vigorous 

Which suffix should we use at the end of 
these roots words? -tion, -ssion or -sion? 
 

a) Invent 
b) Inject 
c) act 

 

We add the suffix -tion to these words. 
This is because they end in ‘t’ 
 
invention 
injection 
action 



Which suffix should we use at the end of 
these roots words? -tion, -ssion or -sion? 

a) Expanse 
b) Comprehend 
c) tense 

We should use the suffix -sion at the end 
of these words. This is because they end in 
‘e’ or ‘d’. We drop these letters before 
adding the suffix. 
 
expansion 
comprehension 
tension 

Which suffix should we use at the end of 
these roots words? -tion, -ssion or -sion? 
 

a) Confess 
b) Permit 
c) Admit 
d) discuss 

We should use the suffix -ssion at the end 
of these words. This is because they end in 
‘ss’ or ‘mit’ – the ‘t’ should be dropped 
before adding the suffix. 
 
Confession 
permission 
admission 
discussion 

Which words need the suffix -cian at the 
end? 
 

a) Possess 
b) Music 
c) Poison 
d) magic 

The answer is B and D. We add -cian to a 
root word that ends in ‘c’ or ‘cs’ 
 
Musician 
Magician 
 
Possess ends in -ss so needs the suffix -
sion and poison needs the suffix -ous. 

 


