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Question Answer 
What is meant by the term offspring? A person’s child/children or an animal’s young. 

 
Are offspring similar or identical to their parents? Similar. 
What word that describes the way we gain a quality, 
characteristic or predisposition genetically from a 
parent or ancestor? 

Inheritance. 

What is sexual reproduction? The production of offspring by a sexual process. 

What is variation? The differences between organisms of the same 
species. 

When two different breeds of dog are bred together 
they inherit information from both parents to create: 

a) A new breed of dog                
b) A new form of life 
c) An exact copy of one of the parents 

a) A new breed of dog               
 

What word describes a feature or quality belonging 
typically to a person, plant or animal and serving to 
identify them? 

Characteristic. 

Name three features of a polar bear that show how it 
is suited to living in the Arctic Circle. 

White coat to camouflage it whilst hunting.   
Small ears to prevent heat loss. 
Thick layer of body fat (blubber) to keep warm.           
 Thick fur on the paws doe insulation and grip. 
Huge paws to distribute weight.                                         
 Thick fleece for warmth. 
Waterproof coat to stay dry.                                                
Excellent swimmer to assist hunting. 

What is an environment?  The surroundings or conditions in which a 
person, animal, or plant lives. 

What is adaptation? The process of change so that an organism or 
species can become better suited to their 
environment. 

What happens to an organism that cannot adapt to 
sudden changes in the environment? 

It will die. 

If the environment changes slowly, animals and plants 
with variations that are best suited survive in greater 
numbers. What does this enable them to do? 

Reproduce and pass their characteristics on to 
their young. 

Fill in the blanks with the correct word to show how 
giraffes, for example, evolved to have long necks. 
population inherited time dominant  
 
Over ______these ______________ 
characteristics become more 
________________within the___________. 

 Over time these inherited characteristics 
became dominant within the population. 



 
Why did the paler coloured peppered moth become 
outnumbered by the darker coloured peppered moth 
during the industrial revolution? 

Because the amount of pollution in the air 
turned the tree bark dark camouflaging the 
darker coloured moths from predators and 
making the paler coloured ones more visible. 

Over a very long period of time these characteristics 
may be so different to how they were originally that a 
new species is created. Can you name the modern day 
species from these earlier ancestors? 
 
Woolly mammoth________________________ 
(Theropod) dinosaurs______________________ 
Homo erectus ____________________ 

Woolly mammoth ___elephants 
 
(Theropod) dinosaurs _____birds 
 
Homo erectus ____ humans 

What main observable characteristic shows how 
finches in the Galapagos Islands became adapted to 
suit the different environments in which they live? 

Beak type. 

Define evolution. The process by which different kinds of living 
organism are believed to have developed from 
earlier forms during the history of the earth. 

What is a fossil? The remains or impression of a prehistoric plant 
or animal embedded in rock and preserved. 

What are fossils made of? Minerals. 
What do fossils provide evidence of? Life on earth millions of years ago. 
What can you tell about the diet of these dinosaurs 

and why?  
 

 
 
(The first and last are herbivores and the middle 
two are carnivores which is evidenced by the 
teeth types. Flat teeth for grinding vegetation 
and sharp pointed teeth for tearing flesh.) 

Match the scientist with their description. 
The scientist whose theories 
on evolution and natural 
selection were published in 
a book called On the Origin 
of Species. 

Mary Anning 

The English fossil collector 
and paleontologist whose 
work contributed to 
important changes in 
scientific thinking about 
prehistoric life and the 
history of the Earth 

Alfred Wallace 

Another British scientist 
who independently 
theorised that species 
evolved through natural 
selection? 

Charles Darwin 
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What is natural selection? The process in which organisms that are better 
adapted to their environment tend to survive 
and produce more offspring. 
 



 


