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HOW DOES THIS SUBJECT SUPPORT OUR VISION, MISSION, VALUES AND AIMS? 
History allows children to look at the events of the past and understand the world that we live in today through 
the lives of others who have come before. History is taught to help us understand that are lives are shaped by 
those that came before us. History is also taught as a sacred experience, helping children to develop 
independent, critical thinking and make informed decisions about events, the causes and the changes that 
came from that. All of this will enable children to develop the aspirations to go forward and become a 
transformative influence on the world today. 
 
HOW IS THE SUBJECT TAUGHT AT SACRED HEART? 
History is taught either as a discrete subject, or combined with other areas of the curriculum to enhance 
learning in both History and other subjects. 
History is a deeply embedded subject within school, and through the curriculum map, History is taught every 
half term with a focussed question for the children to answer. Children are encouraged to approach History as 
a science, with an enquiring mind based around social questioning. To aid in the answering of ‘big questions’ 
the children look at the chronology of events, and how time is a key element to the causes and changes of key 
events. Children also look at key figures from history, key moments in time and compare it to their own lives 
today. The children have opportunities to look at sources of Historical information, including artefacts, and 
understand interpretation of events – and that not all history is written the same – giving them an 
understanding of the influence of people on historical writing.  
 
HOW IS SMSC DEVELOPED THROUGH HISTORY? 
In our teaching of History, children develop their Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural understanding of the 
world. By looking at past events, and comparing them to today (or the future) children are challenged to 
develop an understanding of the societies that they are examining. Through sources, artefacts and literature, 
the children develop their moral understanding – looking at what is right and wrong, why laws have changed 
over time, and becoming critical thinkers through this process. By appreciating history, the diversity of the 
people and places covered, and history’s impact – the children are developed to understand further the rule of 
law, tolerance, respect, democracy and above all their own individual development and understanding to go 
forward and make a positive change for society. 
 
WHAT ARE THE CURRICULUM 2014 REQUIRMENTS FOR HISTORY? 
The national curriculum for History aims to ensure that all pupils:   
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 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest 
times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and 
been influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient 
civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European 
societies; achievements and follies of mankind  

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, 
‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’  

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 
difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame 
historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 
analyses  

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make 
historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have 
been constructed History – key stages 1 and 2.  

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the 
connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, 
military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

 
HOW IS IT ASSESSED? 
Teachers are required to use knowledge organisers at the beginning of each topic to look at the skills needed 
to develop the national curriculum aims and objectives for History. Teachers use their judgement to enter data 
into the O Track system every term.  
 
HOW IS PROGRESS MONITORED? 
The History coordinator will complete book scrutinies every half term in line with knowledge organisers to 
ensure subject coverage. Learning walks with senior leaders and drop-in observations / formal observations of 
History teaching are done to ensure the quality of teaching and learning is of an excellent standard. Children 
are also spoken to about the impact of History teaching, and their answers inform future developments in the 
subject. At the end of each term, History data is placed on the O Track system for the leader to disseminate 
and spot any trends to inform future planning for the subject. 
 
IDENTIFYING MORE ABLE CHILDREN IN GEOGRAPHY. 
Children identified as more able in History will be able to give more complex answers, with reasoning and 
inference, to any notion of study within History. For example, a child may use various sources to find an 
answer and can communicate findings in more than one form. They should also be able to take the skills 
developed during their learning and transfer these skills in a wider context. For example, a class text in an 
English lesson may have an historical setting, from which children can discern what time period the book is 
from in comparison to previously learnt knowledge in History lessons. 
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