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19th September 2018 

Dear Parents, Children, Staff & Governors, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2018-2019: As we begin the new school year, with our Marian Term, we are excited by the 

opportunities that face us to live out our purpose statement to shine as we come, talk, work, walk & 

pray together…  
Catholic schools are challenged to do things differently: we make Christ known, to transform the 
person, Spirit fuelled, to transform society.  We do this through education. 
The best learning can only happen when there is effective belief in the importance of education, and 
support of the procedures, methods and systems we have in place at Sacred Heart. Please make full use 
of your homework diaries, and help reinforce the mutual respect we promote in our children. Our 
curriculum celebrates, in all things, the marvel and glory of God. 
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WELCOME: We welcome our new pupils and families in Reception, and in other year groups. Our 
number on roll as we begin the year is 413. Also, our new staff, Miss Bukhari, who teaches 3B, and our 
apprentice teaching assistant – Mr Hackley. Mr Keighley joins us our site team as apprentice cleaner; 
and Miss Roby joins our cleaning team, taking over from Mr Slaney, who left us during the summer, 
and who we thank for his valued service since 2014. We also welcome the members of our PGCE group 
who begin their training and formation as teachers with Heart Teaching School Alliance. Our Governing 
Board also has returning members – Foundation governor, Mrs A Clare and LA governor, Mrs J 
McCabe. #TeamSacredHeart 

 



 

CURRICULUM LETTERS: Letters have be distributed, this week, to every child and by email from 
each class teacher, outlining the curriculum themes and expectations for the year. These followed on 
from the opportunity to meet your child’s new teacher before summer. Should you have any questions to 
ask about how to better support your child, as their first educator, please contact your child’s teacher, 
who will be happy to meet you. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: Should you wish to come into school to speak to a member of staff, this must be 
arranged via the main office, who will then get back to you with a suitable appointment time. It is not 
usually possible to speak to your child’s teacher after the morning bell, when they will be focused on 
the learning and teaching in their class, so urgent messages for that same day should be sent in by note 
handed by your child to the teacher, or the member of staff on the door. The first point of contact if you 
have any questions about your child’s learning or personal development, should be their class 
teacher(s). If this does not resolve the situation, you will be referred to the Assistant Headteacher or 
senior leader in that Key Stage, who has an overview of all children’s progress and development. Finally, 
you may be asked to have a meeting with our Head of School (Mrs Callow or Mr Holden) or Executive 
Headteacher (Mr Johnson). 
Please remember that this year, Mr Johnson is seconded to work within the Diocesan Department for 
Education, as System Support / CPDF co-ordinator, and spends a limited time in school. Our Heads of 
School will help ensure there is a seamless transition, supported by Associate Headteacher, Mr 
Gallagher, who will work at the school for one day / week. 
 

  



 

RULE & UNIFORM: Our school rule is …Like Jesus, and is something we all aspire to realise. As 
we learn more about who Jesus is, we are formed and supported to live in this way. We ask ourselves 
the question, ‘What would Jesus do?'. 
It is important that all children wear uniform that is in accordance with our uniform code. Please clearly 
mark all uniform with names. Jewellery, including earrings, must not be worn in school. 
#beSacredHeartWesthoughton 

Governors approved the change of colour for PE uniform, from September 2018. There will be a phased 

introduction for those wishing to continue wearing their old white shorts this year, but any new shorts 

must be black, with all pupils wearing black by next September. 

 
 

BREAKFAST & LEARNING CLUB: Our morning club has 
continued to grow, under the leadership of Miss Hamer, 
supported by Mrs Martindale and Mrs Bannister. All children 
are to be dropped off via the main office, where Miss Butler 
keeps the register, and ensures that all payments are up-to-
date. To enquire about places at the club, please email 
office@sacred-heart.bolton.sch.uk 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: all children who celebrate(d) their birthday over summer and 

in September.  This year, we are celebrating Baptism birthdays in school.  

Grace, Thomas, Emily, Evie, Zachary, Ezra, Oliver, Parker, Myles, Georgia, Joshua, 

Chloe, Joseph, Henri, Emily, Niamh, Lola, Meredith, Charlie, Bella, Sophia, Alfie, 

Charlotte, Primrose, Charlie, Bethany, Sophie, Flynn, Daniel, Freddie, Olly, Ava Mae, 

Shreyan, William, Isla, Ellie, Kemi, Korey, Madeleine, Isaac, Eleanor. 

Noah, Lucy, Callum, David, Max, Alfie, Max, Zackary, Isaac, Daaniya, Mia, Adem, Cameron, Evan, Cole, 

Liam, Callum, Amy, Lydia, Lucas, Sienna, Riley, Sienna, Eva, Gabriella Mollie, Luke, Oscar, Erin, 

Charlie, Heidi, Benjamin, Anastasia, Mia, Lewis, Violet, Thomas, Mr Hodgkinson, Mrs Callow, Mr 

Goulding, Mrs Hudson, Mrs Lee, Mr Adam, Miss O’Connor, Mrs Leece, Mrs Mills, Mrs Spibey, Mrs 

Jivan-Pengelly, Mrs Needham, Mrs Martindale and Mr Highton.      

 

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS: Stanley, Eloise, Luke, Mia, Ava, Marcus, Gabriella, Joshua, Lucy, Francis, 

George, Adam, Josphine, Summer, Phoebe, Mark, Joseph, Banjamin, Chloe, Mia, Alexandra, Natalia, 

Filip, Louie, Liam, Nathan, Jake, Justas, Alfie, Noah, Parker, Lewis, Maximillian, Luke, Samuel, Melissa, 

Alfie, Cora, Jack, Francesca, Aleksander, Penelope, Henry, Noah, Lacey, Millie, Manny, Lily, Charlie, 

Amelia, Isaac, Eliza, Erinn, Isabelle, Noah, Gracie, Thomas, Holly, Nathaniel, Riley, Olly, Julia, Lewis, 

Kevin, Verity, Thomas, and Violet.  

ST JOSEPH’S LENTEN APPEAL: Well done! #CaritasInAction 
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EDUCATIONAL VISITS: We have four strands of educational visit / experience, for which we ask 
your support this year. (i) Visits in the locality – where we walk to / from the place – examples may be 
to the local nature reserve, park or to church. We often need parent volunteers to accompany us on 
these occasions. (ii) Visits by educational groups to school – These can offer our 
children the experience of a visit without the expense of travel. Examples include 
the ‘bug-man’, or interaction film. A contribution is asked for to support school in 
providing these events, which may be cancelled if we don’t receive enough 
contributions. (iii) Off-site visits – the traditional school trip, for which 
contributions are asked for, and parents are asked to accompany by arrangement 
with the office. Some pupils who are part of teams, or who are selected to represent 
the school may also make off-site visits, accompanied by members of staff. For all 
of the above, school uniform is worn. (iv) Residential experiences – These have a much longer lead-in 
period so that payments can be made more easily. Examples include our Y5 visit to medieval Ford Castle 
& Lindisfarne pilgrimage; the Y6 action-adventure experience at Kingswood Dearne Valley, and the 
UKS2 France experience. Guidance is provided on clothing to be worn, spending money, and other 
factors. The trips are accompanied by school staff who volunteer to take part. High standards of 
behaviour and respect are expected on all educational visits. 
Our UKS2 residential visit to France departs midnight on Sunday 23rd September, with an exciting 
programme of experiences. Keep an eye out for updates of what they are experiencing. #Paris18 
 

DAILY MILE: Our children in KS1 & 2 take part in the daily mile each 
morning break, weather permitting. We hope you like the wonderful new 
markings on our playgrounds, which represent a substantial investment by 
the Governing Body in our active playtime strategies. 
You are welcome to run the mile as a family, on the lower yard, before school. 
#BeActive 
 

SACRED HEART STANDARD: A shorter version of 
will be emailed to families each week. If you do not receive your copy, please 

ask us to check that your e-mail details are up-to-date. Paper copies are available from the main office. 
Remember that up-to-date information, and photo-stories of the week’s events can be found on our 
website, and Facebook page, http://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters 
 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS: The schedule of extra-curricular activities 
for Autumn1 term has been issued. Please book onto these clubs as per 
instructions on the letter. Children are picked up from the cloakroom door by 
the workshop unless otherwise stated. Any cancellation of clubs is notified via 
text message. Please ensure that we have your up-to-date contact details on 
record. Additionally, we run activities each lunchtime, which children may 
attend, including daily Room2Grow lunchtime activities. 
 

OPEN DAYS: Upcoming open days for those applying for 
KS3 school places: 
Thornleigh Salesian College, Sharples Park - 20 Sep, 6-
9pm 
St Joseph's, Horwich - 25 Sep, 5-7pm 
Canon Slade - 26 Sep, 5:30-8pm 
Westhoughton High - 27 Sep, 5-8pm 
St Mary's, Astley - 29 Sep, 9:30am-12noon 
Mount St Joseph, Farnworth - 4 Oct, 5:30-8:30pm 
More information at 
https://www.bolton.gov.uk/admissions/secondary-
school-places 
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DSL: Our designated members of staff for child protection, safeguarding and e-safety are: 

SCHOOL MEALS: Meals are provided at no cost to families for children in Reception, Y1 & Y2. For KS2 
children, the cost of school meals is £1.40 per day. Meals are ordered on a term-by-term basis. The cost 
this term is £46.20 which will cover 5th September 2018 – 19th October 2018. Cheques should be made 
payable to BMBC, and sent to the main office. 
Please ensure when changing your child’s meal arrangements you inform the office prior to this. 

 
MORNING BREAK SNACK: This is available 
from the school kitchens, at a cost of 40p / day, pay-
as-you go.  This may also be paid weekly. 
 
 
 

SACRED HEART PARISH F.A.S.T.:  The next meeting of Sacred Heart Parish Families & School 
Together will be held on Tuesday 9th October, 7:30pm, in Church. All are welcome to share their 
fundraising and community building ideas.  
 
F.A.S.T. QUIZ NIGHT: 21st September, in the Parish Centre, at 7pm,  
£5/ticket includes refreshments. 
 
CLASS MARIAN APPARITION THEMES: Each class has been allocated a Marian 
apparition in order to help them reflect upon our being children of Mary…   Our 
progression cabinets have been furnished with the work of each class on this theme. 
 
GATHERING TOGETHER: At the start of term we gathered together to celebrate in our collective 
worship… #TeamSacredHeart.  Mr Johnson spoke about the Marian Term – which began with the 
birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary. We were challenged by the story of the silent and prayerful 
apparition of Our Lady at Knock.  
 
GOLDFINCHES are appearing all around school… Any ideas why? 
 

 BUILDING THE KINGDOM: This year, we host the EducareM 
programme, ‘Building the Kingdom’, which helps schools develop their 
authentic Catholic curriculum, enriching it with questions of purpose and 
meaning. Last week, we welcomed 40 school leaders to day 1 of the training 
programme. 
 
OUT OF SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENTS: Please share out of school 
achievements with us, to be posted on our facebook page. Well done to all 
who have had achievements and shared them with us over the summer. 

 



 

DIOCESE OF SALFORD CPDF & HEART TSA: Mr Johnson continues to be seconded each week to 
co-ordinate the CPDF training within the Diocese, and the NWCDTP Catholic Middle Leadership 
Programme. Mrs S Johnson, our Headteacher’s P.A, is also supporting the Building The Kingdom course 
admin. In addition to supporting the common good within our family of schools, this activity brings an 
income into our teaching school, which serves to enhance opportunities for our pupils. We are also co-
ordinating, via Heart TSA, bespoke and brokered support for other schools within the region. 
 
MEDICATION: It is our school policy that the only medication we hold and administer is preventative 
medication. This should be prescribed by your doctor. If your child needs any medication during school 
time please bring this in via the main office.  
 
CONTACT DETAILS: It is vital that any new contact details are passed on to the main office either by 
a written letter or an e-mail. Also, if you find that you don’t receive emails, or texts, please check that the 
office have your correct details. 
 
SCHOOL SITE: Remember that dogs and other animals should not be brought onto our school site. It 
is also prohibited to smoke or vape within the school grounds.  
 
OUR PURPOSE: 

 
  



 

EVENTS UP TO OCTOBER HALF TERM: You are most welcome to our assemblies, Masses and other 
events, coming up soon. Provisional dates are as follows: 
 
Wed 12th Sept: Whole School Mass at 9.30am in Church   
Fri 21st Sept:  6TC Class Assembly at 3pm  
Fri 21st Sept:  FAST Quiz Night, Sacred Heart Parish Centre at 7pm  
23rd – 28th Sept: UKS2 France ’18 Residential 
Wed 26th Sept: Reception Parents’ meeting – Reading at 3pm   
Fri 28th Sept:  2MS Class Assembly at 3pm  
Mon 1st Oct:  World Habitat Day – Autumn ECO day in school 
Mon 1st Oct:  Y6 Swimming Lessons begin today, 1:30pm & 2:15pm. 
Wed 3rd Oct:  Reception Parents meeting - Maths at 3pm    
Fri 5th Oct:  6B Class Assembly at 3pm  
Mon 8th Oct:  5G Class Mass in Church at 9.30am  
Fri 12th Oct:  2K Class Assembly at 3pm  
Mon 15th Oct:  3H Class Mass in Church at 9.30am  
Wed 17th Oct:  Tempest individual / family Photographs 
Fri 19th Oct:  6A Class Assembly at 3pm  
22nd – 26th Oct: Half Term  
 
ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY: We expect all families to ensure their children arrive at school 
on time, safely, and well prepared for learning. The doors open at 8:45am, and are locked at 
8:55am. (The first lessons begin at 8:55am.) Any children arriving after this time must be brought to 
the main office and signed in by parents. Note that a series of late arrivals over the term can contribute 
to a fine being issued by the Local Authority. 
Term dates are attached. Please do not expect that any request for absence will be authorised. Any 
request for absence must be placed in writing, in advance, to the Headteacher.  Written notification of 
the decision will be issued by the main office, following application of our policy. 
 

 



 

TERM DATES: 2018|2019 and 2019|2020 

 
 
 

 
 



 

PARKING: Please respect that over 400 children must enter and exit school safely each day. This 
partly relies upon everyone parking safely and with due regard for others, including our neighbours. 
Please do not park across drives or in restricted areas. There is no right of vehicular access to the main 
school driveway for any parents, except by prior permission. 
Please follow the code of use for our PARK&WALK facility, which has a speed limit of 5mph. 
There is strictly no pedestrian access through the PARK&WALK gates. Gates open at 3:25pm each 
afternoon. Permits, which must be on display, can be applied for via the main office. 

  

OUR ECO-CODE: 

 



 

 
SPORTING LUNCH BREAKS: 

 

BROWNIES & GUIDES:  

 



 

HOPE IN THE FUTURE: 

 
 
WE PRAY: 

 



 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME: The Parish Sacramental Programme is set to launch with a new cohort. 
Children must be in at least Y3 to enrol onto the programme, and must attend all sessions: 

 



 

 

AND FINALLY: We extend our 

congratulations and very best wishes to Mrs 

Fletcher, who was married over the summer 

break, And Mrs Fowler, who was married last 

weekend. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your continued support as we walk together.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

     
Mr M Johnson 
Executive Headteacher 
 
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK:  http://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters  

#TeamSacredHeart ARE ON TWITTER:  @TheJourneyM 

 

http://www.facebook.com/TheJourneyMatters

