
Dear International Co-ordinator, 

Thank you for submitting your International School Award Reaccreditation Impact Evaluation. We are 
delighted to inform you that it has been approved by our assessors. Congratulations! 

Your school is hereby reaccredited from 1 September 2016 to 31 August 2019. To ensure that there is no 
gap in your accreditation, you will need to submit your next action plan for reaccreditation in just over 2 
years. The actual deadline will be announced on our website nearer the time. 

Here are the assessor’s comments on your Impact Evaluation, to highlight where your application was 
particularly impressive and points to take note of as you continue to develop the international dimension in 
your school: 

"This strong application from Sacred Heart RC Primary School in Lancashire for International School Award 
Reaccreditation meets the criteria for the award. Well done! The school is engaged in a wide range of 
appropriate and good-quality activities all underpinned by the conviction in the SIDP “ensuring our children 
see themselves as stewards of creation”. There is a very strong and embedded community ethos here 
shown in a variety of ambassadorial and other ways, mainly going back to 2009 and probably before. . The 
assessor was particularly struck by the spectacularly imaginative Willow War Horse project, finding the 
graves of local soldiers on Vimy Ridge, sharing a song with a school in Palestine through Skype, wide-
ranging collaboration with the support of Rural Assistance Nepal and finally an EU referendum debate 
shared over the school radio, not to mention other projects such as world bears, Fairtrade, Christmas, Art 
and both French and Mandarin as curriculum languages. There are solid proposals for the future. By way of 
constructive comment and looking ahead to Reaccreditation in 2019 (sorry!), Sacred Heart should ensure 
that its Gaza partner school is actually formally listed in the online record, and that more emphasis is given 
to the actual collaboration between classes and pupils as distinct from information exchange. Also, a large 
school such as Sacred Heart should have the capacity to develop a European link, perhaps with one of the 
newer predominantly Catholic members of the EU through eTwinning. This would provide a more local 
perspective, enable easier ICT interaction and over time facilitate pupil and staff visits. Congratulations to 
all involved." 

Congratulations on working so hard to co-ordinate such an impressive range of work as an International 
Co-ordinator! You are a credit to the school and the wider community. 

We will be printing certificates of achievement. If the name of your school or your head teacher has 
changed since you submitted your action plan then please inform us at isa@britishcouncil.org in the next 
two weeks to ensure we have the correct information for your certificate of achievement. You will soon be 
invited to attend an award ceremony where you will receive your certificate and will celebrate your success 
with other international coordinators and The British Council. If you are unable to attend, please inform us 
and we will post the certificate to the school. 

The scheme mark, which is a key part of the Award, and press release template will be sent with a 
separate email. 

We hope that the scope of your excellent international activities will continue to develop and benefit the 
school community; your support, commitment, creativity and innovative international work is greatly 
appreciated. 

Thank you for taking part in the International School Award. Please convey our very best wishes and many 
congratulations to all staff and students both in the UK and overseas who have taken part in the scheme. 
Please also contact your local media to inform them about your successful international work - this is a 
great achievement and one that deserves celebrating and sharing widely. 

We wish you the best as you continue with your international journey. 

Kind regards, 

The International School Award team British Council 


