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HOW DOES THIS SUBJECT SUPPORT OUR VISION, MISSION, VALUES AND AIMS? 
Through Geography the children learn together about the world. They understand how they are stewards 
of creation to help take care of the world which God has created for us. 
 
HOW IS THE SUBJECT TAUGHT AT SACRED HEART? 
Geography is taught either as a discrete subject, or combined with other areas of the curriculum to 
enhance learning in both Geography and other subjects. 

Geography topics are taught as ‘living geography’, which excite, engage and bring the subject alive. 
Geography is taught to be both purposeful and meaningful, equipping the children with skills they will put 
into practice throughout their lives. This is enhanced through fictions, small world play, place making, using 
and making maps, games, role play, simulations, debates and use of technology. Children develop their 
understanding of the world around them and their local area throughout KS1, developing their knowledge 
of physical and human geography. In KS2 this is further developed across as broader spectrum, looking at 
developing geographical language, changes in land use and the effects we have on the environment. 
The child comes away from school with a developed understanding of the world around them, and how 
they can begin to change it for the better, as instructed to us by Pope Francis.  

HOW IS SMSC DEVELOPED THROUGH HISTORY? 
At the heart of the Geography curriculum is the study of people and places and the relationship we have 
with the environment. As a school, we can allow the children to reflect upon subjects which are current and 
happening throughout the world. For example, people who have been affected by a natural disaster and 
are now homeless. It gives the children an opportunity to explore their feelings about the things they are 
learning. 

The moral aspect of geography is very apparent. Children can explore questions such as, ‘Why is there 
inequality in the world?’ ‘Has land use patterns changed for the good?’ Teachers can provide opportunities 
to explore these sensitive topics and see views from every aspect. This will allow the children to build their 
own attitudes and thoughts towards these subjects. 
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Geography helps children develop their socially through fieldwork, and the changes of land use over time. 
Our children are taught not just to look at what exists now, but whether we are protecting the earth and 
tending to it properly. Children develop a deeper sense of connection with the world and the environment 
they are inheriting and are given positive reinforcement that their actions can help change the world and 
develop them into stewards of creation.  

The study of real people in real places allows Geography to make a major contribution to cultural 
development. Children may learn about the features of the local area and compare these to areas which 
are more distant in this country and abroad. The children need to develop an understanding of a place 
and the traditions that people have who live there. In KS1 the children will look at how people live 
differently from themselves in different parts of the world and begin to think deeply about their own 
geography in comparison to that of others, allowing them to develop their SMSC and Catholic ethos. In KS2 
the children will probe deeper, with links to other parts of the globe, such as our Skype link up with St.Peter’s 
Primary in Ghana, so they can physically see what the world around them is like and talk to some of the 
people about their culture and their country. 

WHAT ARE THE CURRICULUM 2014 REQUIRMENTS FOR GEOGRAPHY? 

 
HOW IS IT ASSESSED? 

 
Each class has strands of the curriculum that they are expected to meet at the end of their year, to be in line 
with the national curriculum requirements by the end of Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. Teachers are 
required to use observations and work in children’s book to make a judgement about whether the children 
are meeting the requirements of their age-related expected level of progress. This data is then entered into 
O-Track. 

 
HOW IS PROGRESS MONITORED? 

WHO IS THE LINK GOVERNOR? 
 

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:   

 develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and 
marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a 
geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 

 understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the 
world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over 
time  

 are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  
 collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of 

fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes  
 interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial 

photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)  
 communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical 

and quantitative skills and writing at length. 

Teachers are required to enter data onto the system regularly depending on when Geography is taught in 
the school year. The Geography co-ordinator monitors the system termly to ensure that teachers are 
inputting data as required. Children’s work will also be gathered to ensure progress has been made. 
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